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Second Birth 
By Lois Reynolds Carpenter 


NEVER loved the pleasant earth 
So much as sitice my second birth. 
The shy forget-me-not’s soft blue 
Seems bits of Heaven shining through. 
The golden buttercup’s bright face 
Proclaims the glory of His grace. 

The red of maples in the fall — 

His precious blood that washes all 
My 
As 


ore 


sin forever far away. 

white as hawthorn buds in May — 
The saint’s new,- 
The robe 


shining, linen dress — 
robe of His own righteousness. 
I touch the pansy’s purple face — 


Darkness and Light 


On the first day of creation “God 
divided the light from the darkness.” 
Night and day, the sun, moon, and stars 


Eve brought darkness upon themselves 
and upon the race by their willful sin, 
but immediately God gave the promise 
of the Redeemer (Gen. 3:15), who would 
come “to give light to them that sit 
in darkness” (Luke 1:79). Then be- 


cause “every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil. continually” 
(Gen. 6:5), man was plunged into dark- 
ness again, and God sent the flood to 
destroy man, saving only a godly rem- 
nant who had “found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord” (6:8). And so the story 
goes, all through the Old Testament un- 
til He came whg could say in His own 
right, “I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life” 
(John 8:12). But “men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil” (John 3:19), so they sought 
to quench the Light of the world by 
crucifying Him. It seemed as though 
they had succeeded, for “there was a 
darkness over all the earth . .. and the 
sun was darkened” (Luke 23:44, 45) for 
three hours on that awful day. But 
God triumphed again, and immediately 
“the veil of the temple was rent in the 
midst” — the veil that had shut men out 
of His presence —and three days later 
the Light of the world came out of dark- 


The Price 


ness, never to be dimmed again. It is 
God’s will that that Light should shine 
in and through us in power, for He 
Himself has condescended to say, “Ye 
are the light of the world” (Matt. 5: 
14), and, “Ye were sometimes darkness, 
but now are ye light in the Lord: walk 
as children of light” (Eph. 5:8). May 
He give us grace to think nothing, say 
nothing, do nothing that will quench or 
dim that light! But there are still bet- 
ter things ahead. He is “the bright and 
morning star” (Rev. 22:16), and He will 
shine forth in all His glory over this 
earth. “For as the lightning cometh out 
of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west; so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be. . . and they shall see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory” 
(Matt. 24:27, 30). “Ye are all the chil- 
dren of light and the children of the 
day: we are not of the night, nor of 
darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as 
do others; but let us watch and be 
sober” (1 Thess. 5:5, 6). 
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of Prayer 


The last of three editorials on prayer by J. E. Harris 


FFECTIVE prayer exacts its price, 

and those who -would prevail in 

prayer must know and heed its 
conditions. What then does prayer de- 
mand of us if it is to be a force and 
not a farce? 


First, both time and privacy are 
needed if prayer is to be a power. In 
sudden need, of course, we may send 
up to God our heartfelt entreaty in a 
word or two that can be uttered in a 
second and offered anywhere. Also 
there are occasions when prayer in com- 
pany with others is needful and profit- 
able, as in family worship, prayer meet- 
ings, and public worship. But he who 
would enter into prayer at its deeper 








Cemfort fer Dark Days 


ee 


“The Father of mercies . . ..who 
comforteth us” (2 Cor. 1:3, 4). 








levels and would know its larger powers 

must take time for private prayer, 
The need of absolute aloneness with 

God, for prayer to become all it should 


Lord when He sai 
thou prayest, enter 
when thou hast shu 
thy Father which 
Father which see 
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times of private prayer. We do not pose 
when there is no one to see and hear us 
but God, and alone with Him prayer de- 
velops reality. 

Moreover we are all constantly sur- 
rounded by the things that are seen till 
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things unseen seem so intangible as to 
be unreal. Fascinated and absorbed in 
the seen, we find the unseen God seems 
unreal. The corrective of this is secret 
prayer. To be often alone with God 
brings Heaven near and makes God 
real. 


To get these benefits, however, time 
must be given to private prayer. Our 
Lord spent entire nights at times in 
prayer, and at other times rose a great 
while before day to pray. One reason 
for taking adequate time to be alone 
with God is that we need not only to 
talk to God, but to listen to Him. It is 
well to begin our private devotions with 
quiet meditation on a passage of Scrip- 
ture to give ourselves time to hear and 
God opportunity to speak some word 
of His to our hearts. From such lis- 
tening to God in His Word, we get 
direction and inspiration for our peti- 
tions, and prayer is both purified and 
energized thereby. So then, if we would 
most effectively pray, we must fence 
off some time and place to be regularly 
alone with God, both to listen to Him, 
and to pour out our hearts before 
Him. 


NOTHER condition of effective 

prayer is that our hearts should 
have broken with sin. The psalmist says, 
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18). He 
does not say God will hear only the sin- 
less, for who then could pray? We may 
be overcome in a fault and yet not cher- 
ish sin in our hearts, not be set upon 
some wrong desire and course of action. 
But known sin, cherished, condoned, and 
persisted .in, must go if we would have 
power in prayer. 

One other essential to prevailing 
prayer is the forgiving and conciliatory 
spirit. Christ teaches this in the words, 
“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors.” He then underscored it 
by immediately saying, “For if ye for- 
give men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you; but if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses” 
(Matt. 6:14, 15). Similarly He bids the 
worshiper who remembers that he and 
another are estranged to interrupt his 
worship and be reconciled with his 
brother and then resume his worship. 
The forgiving and conciliatory spirit are 
needful for prayer to avail. This is 
exacting, but not impossible when we 
have ourselves found the mercy of God 
at the Cross. Then, being kind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven us (Eph. 4:32) becomes 
possible. Forgiven for the sake of Christ, 
we can forgive for His sake. 


But the chief condition governing 
prayer is that we pray in the name of 
“ Christ. He said: “Verily, verily, I say 
‘unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
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Father in my name, he will give it you” 
(John 16:23); and, “If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, I will do it” (John 
14:14). . 


I have read of someone who in boy- 
hood asked God to turn a brick into 
gold that his poor mother might have 
plenty of money. As it did not come 
to pass, he abandoned prayer perma- 
nently as a superstition. Of course, he 
completely misunderstood the nature and 
the conditions of prayer. Prayer does 
not get just anything from God. It is 
not a way of getting magical results. 
Nor would tagging the words, “This we 
ask in the name of Christ,” at the end 
of such a prayer have availed aught, 
for Christ Himself never made any such 
use of prayer as to ease His own burdens 
and trials by the miraculous or the 
magical. Such a request could not be 
presented in His name, 


What then it is to ask in the name of 
Christ? It is an exacting condition re- 
quiring three things. 


It requires first that we belong to 
Christ. To ask in His name means, for 
one thing, to ask as His representative. 
It means asking in the stead of Christ, 
as those who are committed to Him and 
His cause. It was to disciples of His 
the Lord said, “Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name, he will give 
it you.” It is true that God is good 
to the unthankful and the evil, as Christ 
Himself declares, and therefore the 
prayer of the ungodly in some extremity 
may be granted, but power in prayer 
properly belongs only to such as ask in 
Christ’s name, and that requires first 
that we belong to Him. 


T ONE time I was employed by a 

wholesale firm and my duties in- 
cluded ordering stocks of goods. I sim- 
ply filled oui an order form for the 
goods, signed my name to it, sent along 
the order, and back came the goods. But 
above my name, was the name of the firm 
I served. Not until I entered the employ 
of that company, and only while I re- 
mained in their employ, could I exercise 
the purchasing power of that concern. 
While I belonged to their staff, their 
buying power was in my hands. I could 
ask what I would, and it was done unto 
me, because what I ordered, I ordered 
in the company’s name. Ard only as I 
belong to Christ’s staff, so to speak, only 
as I am committed to Him and His in- 
terests, can I ask things in prayer in 
His name. To ask in His name, I must 
be under His authority. He must be 
my Lord and Saviour. 


Again, to ask in the name of Christ 
requires that we accord with Christ in 
what we ask. James says, “Ye ask, and 
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that 
ye may consume it upon your lusts” 
(Jas. 4:3). There is such a@ thing as 
asking with wrong motives, motives out 
ef accord with Christ and His teaching. 
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Two brothers among the Twelve once 
desired of Christ the chief places of 
authority, next to Himself, in His King- 
dom. He replied, “Ye know not what 
ye ask.” He could not grant a request 
so out of accord with His own humility 
and selflessness. 


Thus it is that Christ said, “If ye abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done: unto you” (John 15:7). For prayer 
to avail we must abide in Christ, that 
is, we must belong to Him, must assume 
and maintain the relationship of a dis- 
ciple of His. But also, His words must 
abide in.us. Those two brothers who 
wanted the chief honors in the Kingdom 
were disciples, but at the moment they 
were not letting Christ’s words abide 
in them. They were forgetful for the 
time of lessons of self-forgetfulness He 
had taught them. Hence, they asked 
something out of harmony with Christ’s 
teaching, out of accord with the mind 
of Christ. That was to fail to ask in 
His name, since what they sought was 
not in line with His doctrine, nor after 
His mind and spirit. We must belong 
to Christ, and we must accord with 
Christ in our asking, if we would ask 
in His name. 


HEN, last of all, asking in the name 

of Christ requires that we rely on 
Him. For, after all, what good do we 
deserve at the hands of God, with all our 
fault and sin, in thought, word, and 
deed? How can we expect God to do 
anything for us who deserve so little at 
His hands? But asking in Christ’s name 
means that we do not ask in our own 
name, that we place no reliance on any 
fancied merit of our own, but rely 
wholly—on the merit of our Saviour. It 
is not anything in us, or in our poor 
prayers that disposes God to give us 
what we desire of Him. Not in our 
character, not in our motives, not in the 
faith or the fervency with which we 
come to God, for there is defect in all 
these, but only in what Christ our Sav- 
iour is have we solid ground for ex- 
pecting blessing from God. Asking in 
Christ’s name means we are at an end 
of all dependence on anything in us to 
call forth the divine blessing. Instead, 
our whole hope is in the name of Jesus, 
the Friend of sinners. Asking in His 
name is simply “the helpless soul’s help- 
less look unto a gracious Friend.” It 
is asking God to hear us, not for our 
own sake, not for the sake of our pray- 
ing,’ not even because of distress and 
need. Asking in Christ’s name is the 
helpless, undeserving soul making the 
simple plea, “Hear me, Father, for 
Jesus’ sake.” 


Not what I am, O Lord, but what Thou art, 
That, that alone, can be my soul’s true 


rest; 
Thy love, not m.ne, bids fear and doubt 
depart, 
And stills the ternpest afmy throbbing 
breast. 
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How the three groups of Books in the 
Old Testament were brought together 


By H. FRAMER SMITH, Ph.D., Th.D., D.D. 


character of that which appears 

fascinating and heroic; delight in 
that which is adventurous and myste- 
rious.” No little-mystery shrouds what 
otherwise would be the history of the 
canon of the Hebrew Bible. That this 
canon included The Law, The Prophets, 
and The Psalms (otherwise called The 
Holy Writings), as our Lord character- 
ized the Old Testament (Luke 24:44), 
no honest thinking will deny. We look 
in vain, however, in early non-Biblical 
literature; for ecclesiastical authority 
whereby Law, Prophecy, Psalms, these 
three, became the one book, the Old 
Testament. That they possess this unity 
is strikingly emphasized by the Greek 
text of Luke 24:44. In that text the 
three words—law, prophets, psalms — 
are united by. a single article ! — strong 
grammatical indication of unity. 


An Early Legend About Ezra 


What this literature lacks in history 
it furnishes in legend. Fourth Esdras,2 
a Jewish apocalypse, tells how Ezra, his 
end approaching, reminded God that the 
Law had been burned by the Baby- 
lonians, then prayed that He might send 
the Holy Spirit within him, that he 
might write all that had been written 
in The Law. God, answering, reveals 
that Ezra is to take five men and ample 
writing materials into a field. There a 
voice gave Ezra a cup of red water. 
Upon drinking it, his heart understood, 
wisdom filled his breast, memory was 
quickened, and his mouth opened to close 
no more, neither night nor day. God 
gave understanding to the five men who, 
for forty. days, wrote a hundred or more 
books.3 “The first that thou hast writ- 
ten” was to be published, openly, that 
both worthy and unworthy might read. 
The last seventy books containing “the 
spring of understanding, the fountain 


Oe meaning of romance is “the 





1Codex Vaticanus (B), one of the uncials, 
has the article before “prophets’’; Westcott and 
Hort put it into their Greek text. 


2QOur canonical books Ezra and Nehemiah 
were one book in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
They were first named Ezra and Nehemiah, as 
separate books, in the Septuagint (LXX), or 
Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. For 
these reasons an apocryphal book attributed 
to Ezra was called Third Esdras, and the 
apocalyptic book mentioned above, also attri- 
buted to Ezra, called Fourth Esdras. In our 
day the canonical books, Ezra and Nehemiah, 
are so named and known. Hence the two non- 
canonical books attributed to Ezra are known 
as First and Second rather than as Third and 
Fourth Esdras. 

®There are varied readings. Some read 
ninety-four; some two hundred four; some 
nine hundred four ! . 


The story of how the Old Testament 
as we know it today was formed is 
a long and interesting one, and 
volumes have been written about it. 
Dr. Smith, whose writings have often 
appeared in these columns, has de- 
voted many years to close study of 
the Hebrew and Greek texts of the 
Bible. He is a well-known Bible 
teacher and conference speaker. Dr. 
Smith now reviews briefly for Times 
readers, in two articles appearing 
this week and next, the formation 
of the whole Bible, which we know 
is the inspired Word of God. 
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of wisdom, and the stream of knowl- 
edge,” were to be reserved for the wise 
among the people. This mention of sev- 
éenty fixes the true reading at ninety- 
four, and for this reason. The Hebrew 
Bible; which is now our Old Testament, 
contained twenty-four rather than thir- 
ty-nine books, as explained below. While 
according to this legend, Ezra (Esdras) 
prayed that he might rewrite The Law, 
he succeeded in reproducing not only 
The Law but The Prophets and The Holy 
Writings also, to say nothing of the addi- 
tional seventy books of understanding, 
wisdom, and knowledge. 


Thanks to the pronouncements of hon- 
ored church fathers and scholars,’ this 
legend— with consequent variations — 
gained wide acceptance from the early 
second century until Reformation times, 
when it was discarded. Most of these 
writers speak of Ezra as having actually 
reproduced the Old Testament. Some 
few declare that “he is said to have” 
reproduced it. Several assert that he 
was specially inspired, by the divine 
Spirit, for the performance of this feat. 
An equal number attribute the accom- 
plishment to nothing more than Ezra’s 
able mind and memory. The majority 
of these churchmen describe the repro- 
duced books as having been destroyed 
by fire, by the Babylonians. Several 
refer to them as having been almost 
destroyed, or as having scarcely escaped 
destruction. Still others mention them 
as having been contaminated by the 
Gentiles. By some Ezra is hailed as 
God’s man who restored these books; 
by others as the one who collected, 
purged, and published them. Some tell 
us that he restored The Law, some say 
he restored The Psalms, still others 
assert that he restored The Prophets. 
The majority declare that he restored 


- the complete Hebrew Bible, that is, The 
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Law, The Prophets, and The Psalms 
(Holy Writings). 


One must turn away from legend to 
the Bible itself for information con- 
cerning the canon of the Hebrew Bible. 
Take, for example, The Law: the first 
of the three groups of books that con- 
stitute the tripartite Hebrew Bible. 
Deuteronomy 17: 14-20 speaks of a future 
time when Israel shall have a king. His 
first duty, upon ascending the throne, 
is to prepare himself a copy of The Law. 
He is instructed to read in that Law all 
the days of his life. By keeping the 
words of The Law he would fear God: 
his heart would not be lifted up; he 
would prolong his days, in his Kingdom, 
in the midst of Israel. King and subject 
knew, as the first section of the He- 
brew Bible, “the book of the law” (2 
Kings 14:6; 22:8; 2 Chron, 34:15); “the 
law of Moses” (1 Kings 2:3; 2 Kings 23: 
25; 2 Chron. 23:18; Ezra 3:2; 7:6; Dan. 
9:11, 13;, Mal. 4:4); “the law that my 
servant oses commanded” (2 Kings 
21:8); “the law in the book of Moses” 
(2 Chron. 25:4); “the book of the law 
of Moses” (Neh. 8:1); “the book of the 
law of God” (Neh. 8:18). To these 
references there may be added the 
numerous New Testament mentions of 
this Book of the Law of Moses: this 
first of the three groups of Scripture 
books that constitute the Hebrew Bible. 
Its common designation, briefer than all 
the above, is The Law. 


“The Law and the Prophets” 


That “the prophets” were, not unlike 
“the law,” a. group of inspired books 
that formed the second section of the 
Hebrew Bible is clear from the testi- 
mony of both Old and New Testament 
passages of Scripture. The references 
are less numerous than in the matter 
of The Law, but no less convincing. 
Take, for example, Paul’s discussion of 
“the righteousness of God without the 
law.” He speaks of it as “witnessed 
by the law and the prophets” (Rom. 3: 
21). Here “the law” is “the book of 
the law of Moses.” “The prophets” are, 
unquestionably, grouped books of equal 
rank and authority, forming a like sec- 
tion of the Hebrew Bible. Again, it 
was “by the hand of the prophets.”5 
that the Lord, condemning Israel’s sins, 
ordered the people to keep the com- 
mandments and statutes required of their 
fathers according to all The Law. It 
was “by the hand of the prophets’ 5 that 
The Law was sent to Israel (2 Kings 17: 
13). Rebellious Israel cast behind its 
back not only The Law, but The Law 
and The Prophets, when the latter de 
manded observance of the former (Neh. 





*Among those whose declarations can ° be 
quoted from their several writings are Ire- 
nezeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, Ori- 
gen, Eusebius, Basil the Great, Ambrose, 
Jerome, Theodoret, Leontius, Isidore, the Ven- 
erable Bede, Maurus, Photius, Rupert of 
Deutz, Hugo of Saint Victor, Peter Comestor, 
and others. 
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9:26). Lest it should “hear the law, and 
the words which the Lord of hosts hath 
sent in his Spirit by the hand of the 
prophets,”5 Israel hardened its heart 
(Zech. 7:12). In these passages Moses 
and The Prophets, that is, The Law and 
The Prophets, are shown to be of equal 
divine authority. 


Our Lord stresses this equality in His 
statements: “This is the law and the 
prophets” (Matt. 7:12) and “the law 
and the prophets were until John” (Luke 
16:16). At Rome Paul persuaded the 
Jews concerning Jesus “both out of the 
law of Moses, and out of the prophets” 
(Acts 28:23). Similarly, in the narra- 
tive of the rich man and Lazarus, our 
Lord twice employs the expression, 
“They have Moses and the prophets” 
(Luke 16:29-31). It is obvious that in 
all these references two sections of the 
Old Testament are in the inspired 
writers’ minds as they pen these pas- 
sages. It is just as obvious @hat each 
such section, one The Law and the other 
The Prophets, is of equal divine origin 
and authority. In an Old Testament 
passage that prophetically speaks of 
Jesus as the Prophet like unto Moses 
(Deut. 18:15-22), but which also speaks 
of prophets in general (vs. 20-22), The 
Law itself anticipates this coming equal- 
ity of The Prophets. The Prophet Dan- 
iel employs a revealing phrase, “in the 
books” (Dan. 9:2). It is the Hebrew 
term bassepharim; The Authorized Ver- 
sion renders it, wrongly, “by books.” 
The immediate context shows that Jere- 
miah’s prophecy was one of these books, 
and the definite article— “in the books” 
— shows that what Daniel consulted was 
a specifically grouped number of pro- 
phetic books called The Prophets. 


The Kethubhim or “Writings” 


The third section of the Hebrew Bible 
is commonly called The Holy Writings. 
The Jews call this section of their Bible 
kethubhim (“writings”). With the rise 
of the Greek Version (Septuagint) of 
the Old Testament, the kethubhim were 
called hagiographa (“holy writings”). 
Our phrase, “The holy writings,” is 
a translation of hagiographa. The 
Greek text of 2 Timothy 3:15 con- 
tains the phrase “holy writings” (gra- 
phai hagiai). In the Authorized Ver- 
sion it is rendered “holy scriptures.” 
A similar phrase occurs in the Greek 
text of Romans 1:2. Here the Author- 
ized Version reads “holy scriptures,” but 
since the original reads hiera grammata, 
the translation should read “The Sacred 
Writings.” The contexts of these two 
passages make clear the fact that both 
phrases are employed as indicating not 
a portion, but rather the whole of the 





5 Twice in 2 Kings 17:13 and once in Zecha- 
riah 7:12 the Hebrew text reads beyadh (‘‘by 
the hand of”) rather than, as the Authorized 
Version translates, “‘by all” the prophets; “my 
servants” the prophets; “by the former” 
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Hebrew Bible. In his “Antiquities,” 
Josephus uses ta hiera grammata ex- 
actly as Paul employs it in Romans 1:2. 

When our Lord described the Hebrew 
Bible as tripartite in form, He called 
this third section “the psalms.” The 
passage (Luke 24:44) is a post-resur- 
rection utterance of Christ. In it He 
declares, anew, that all things written 
in The Law of Moses, and in The 
Prophets, and in The Psalms concern- 
ing Him, must be fulfilled. We are not 
to conclude that Jesus names this third 
section The Psalms; or, by mentioning 
them, declares the Psalms to be the most 
important content of the section; or in- 
dicates that this final section of the 
Hebrew Bible contains only the Psalms. 
Of all the books of this third section, 
named below, the Psalms contain most 
of the “all things” that were to be ful- 
filled concerning Him. Hence His ref- 
ference to “the psalms.” 


Why Daniel Is in the Third Division 


It is in this final section of the He- 
brew Bible that Daniel’s book of proph- 
ecy is located. Before Daniel’s day The 
Law was a completed unit of the three- 
fold Hebrew Bible. Certainly durifig 
his long life The Prophets also became 
a complete second unit of the Old Tes- 
tament. He “understood in the books 
... the word of the Lord [that] came 
to Jeremiah the prophet.” We have 
already shown how these data reveal 
that by this time The Prophets, not 
unlike The Law, was a completed unit 
of the Hebrew Bible. Daniel’s book 
must therefore be assigned to this third 
section: the section that contains the 
Psalms, Daniel, and other books of the 
Jewish Scriptures. 


Among these “other books” are the 
Megilloth, that is, the five books read 
at the feasts, chiefly, but at another 
memorial as well. On the 14th and 15th 
of Adar (March), Purim was observed: 
the book of Esther was read. On the 
14th of Abib, also called Nisan (April), 
Passover was kept: the Song of Songs 
was read. On the 6th of Sivan (June), 
Pentecost, also called Weeks, was cele- 
brated: the book of Ruth was read. On 
the 9th of Ab (Auguct), mourning Jews 
marked the day of the destruction of 
Jerusalem: the book of Lamentations 
was read. From the 15th to the 27th 
of Ethanim (October), Tabernacles, also 
called Ingathering and Booths, was com-- 
memorated: the book of Ecclesiastes was 
read. The Jews assigned these five books 
to the section that contains the Psalms, 
Daniel, and other sacred writings. It 
is not necessary to describe in detail 
other of the books of this final section 
of the Hebrew Bible. Enough has been 
said to explain why, since The Law and 
The Prophets were already the com- 
pleted first and second sections of the 
Old Testament, the remaining books, 
though diverse in content, had to be 
assigned place in the third and closing 


January 25, 1947 


section of the Hebrew Bible. As eafly 
as 132 B.C. we have a non-Biblical con- 


‘firmation of “the remaining books” just 


mentioned. It appears in the Prologue 
to Ecclesiasticus. It mentions “the law 
and the prophets, and the others who 
followed after them.” It mentions, fur- 
ther, “the law, and the prophets, and 
the other books of our fathers.” It 
mentions finally, “the lew, and the 
prophets, and the rest of the books.” 


Except for these citations from Eccle- 
siasticus, only the Bible has furnished 
us our evidence for this tripartite He- 
brew Bible. Such legends as that of 
Ezra’s prodigious memory are as un- 
necessary as they are unreliable. It 
would be well indeed if the story of 
“The men of the Great Synagogue” was 
treated as untrustworthy legend and not 
consulted as supporting this tripartite 
formation of the Old Testament. As 
early as the seventeenth century the 
learned Burmann_ characterized the 
story as “more disputable than certain.” 
Another scholar of that day, Alting, 
declared that “the great synagogue had 
no existence but was rather the fiction 
of traditionalism.” The tradition claims 
first a council of one hundred twenty 
men, but later compromises and becomes 
a sanhedrin of seventy members. There 
are several, or more, views as to the 
years of its activity. The listing of its 
outstanding members varies, but by con- 
sulting the several recordings we find 
Daniel, Ezta, Haggai, Malachi, Morde- 
cai, Nehemiah, and Simon the Just 
among them. It is highly preferable to 
search the Scriptures for its testimony 
that the Hebrew Bible was, and is, an 
Old Testament of three sections, rather 
than to accept, uncritically, the so- 
called work of the men of the Great 
Synagogue. 


How the Hebrew Names Were Derived 

The Jews call the divisions of their 
Bible Torah, Nebiim, and Kethubhim. 
Torah (“The Law’) consists of Bere’- 
shith, Shemoth, Wayyiqra’, Bemidhbar, 
and Debharim — so named for the open- 
ing word of each but one of the five 
books of Moses. Our Genesis, Exodus, 
and the like, come from the Greek 
names given these books on the occa- 
sion of the Greek translation of the He- 
brew Bible, known as the Septuagint 
or LXX. Nebiim (“The Prophets”) in- 
cludes the former prophets— Joshua, 
Judges, Samuel, Kings—and the latter 
prophets—lIsaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
and The Twelve. Samuel, Kings, and 
the Minor Prophets are one book each 
—not two, or twelve. The “former 
prophets” are books of history that re- 
count the ministry of prophets who left 
no written prophecy. Kethubhim (“The 
Writings”) include the “wisdom books” 
— Psalms, Proverbs, Job; the Megilloth — 
Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ec- 
clesiastes, and Esther; the prophecy of 
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Daniel; and the historical books of Ezra- 
Nehemiah (one book) and Chronicles 
(one book). 


Such is the romance of the canon of 
the Hebrew Bible. The rise and work 
of the Massoretes, together with the de- 
vising of the system of Hebrew dia- 
critical marks, the almost faultless 
method of securing the exact text of 
the Hebrew, the replacement of worn 
manuscripts, and the like; the transla- 
tion of the Hebrew text into Greek (the 


The Keys to John’s Gospel 
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Septuagint); the story of the Talmud 
andthe different Targums; all these and 
additional phases, such as the final form 
of the Old Testament, the printing of 
it, and translating it into Greek, then 
Latin, then English, are equally fasci- 
nating features of the romance of the 
Hebrew Bible. Would there were time 
and space for more of the story of this 
verbally inspired Word of God called the 
Old Testament. 


(To be continued) 


IV. The Vocabulary of the Book 


N ACQUAINTANCE of the writer, 

an experienced New Testament 
scholar, once told him that he could 
locate accurately almost any passage 
from the Gospels simply by its charac- 
teristic phraseology. In thiswespect the 
Gospel of John is so distinctive as to 
be unmistakable, for its vocabulary is 
instantly identifiable wherever it is 
quoted. Not only is the vocabulary 
peculiar; it is significant. Its very 
peculiarity gives to the Gospel a unique 
flavor and doctrinal meaning. 

The Johannine vocabulary has certain 
general characteristics. It is limited. 
The words that express the main con- 
cepts of spiritual truth are relatively 
few in number. Each of these terms 
was in common use; each was in itself 
a simple concept; and yet each has been 
invested with a profundity of meaning 
that would almost warrant a separate 
essay on each word. 


Because these words carry great 
weight, they are frequently used. Con- 
sequently, John’s vocabulary is repeti- 
tious, Yet the repetition only heightens 
the emphasis of his thought, for the 
recurring terms produce a symphonic 
style. Unlike Paul, who proceeds from 


proposition to proposition by a close , 


chain of reasoning, John begins with a 
central theme, which he develops by 
the use of variations. These he inter- 
weaves as a skillful musician will elabo- 
rate a dominant melody with variations 
to create a. symphony. For example, 
the Prologue says, “In him was life; and 
the life was the light of men. And the 
light shineth in darkness; and the dark- 
ness apprehended it not” (John 1:4, 5, 
R.V.). Here are three terms, “life,” 
“light,” “darkness.” Each can be traced 
as a separate theme throughout the Gos- 
pel, but in this passage they are linked 
together to indicate the identity of the 
principle of light and the source of spir- 
itual life in Christ; and the contrast 
of these two with the surrounding dark- 
ness which could not triumph over Him. 


Again, many of the common Johannine 
terms are symbolic. “Life.” “light,” 
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“darkness,” “work,” “world,” some uses 
of “word,” “believe,” “flesh,” “hour” 
are all either figurative or possess a 
special technical meaning. “Life” (zoe), 
in John, generally refers to spiritual 
life, not to physical vitality or career, 
and in almost half of its occurrences is 
coupled with the adjective “eternal” 
(aionios). “Light” (phos) almost in- 
variably means spiritual illumination 
proceeding from Jesus Himself. “World” 
(kosmos) implies the system of human 
life that is opposed to the will and pur- 
pose of God, though in 1:29 and 3:16 it 
means the world of living men. The 
words have to be defined in terms of 
their peculiar Johannine usage if they 
are to be rightly understood. 

Since space will not permit an ex- 
haustive treatment of the Johannine 
vocabulary, this article will deal only 
with those terms that will aid most in 
the interpretation of the Gospel. In 
keeping with the main currents. of 
thought that have been treated in the 
first article in this series, they may be 
classified as terms relating to faith, terms 
relating to conflict, terms relating to 
spiritual response and achievement. 


A. Terms RELATING TO FAITH 


AITH is the central concept in the 

Gospel of John. It is expressed by 
the word “believe” (pisteuo), which 
occurs ninety-eight times. Curiously 
enough, the corresponding noun, “faith” 
(pistis), does not occur once. The word 
has a progressive meaning, which can 
be determined by its use in its context. 
For instance, in John 2:11 it is said that 
Jesus’ disciples believed on Him, while 
again in 20:8 it is said that the “other 
disciple also . . . saw, and believed.” 
If he had believed on Jesus on the for- 
mer of these occasions, why should the 
implication be given that he “believed” 
(or “came to belief’) on the occasion 
of the resurrection? Plainly, this faith 
was a growing thing. The belief at the 
wedding of Cana meant merely that they 
accepted Jesus as a worker of genuine 
miracles, who merited their confidence 
in His powers; the belief at the resur- 
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rection is reflected in Thomas’ joyful 
confession, “My Lord and my God!” 

Behind this faith is the concept of 
witness. Both noun and verb appear; 
the noun (marturia)\ thirteen times, the 
verb (martureo) thirty-three times. In 
most instances, the witness concerns the 
claims of Christ and is given as the 
basis for faith. Seven distinct wit- 
nesses are listed: Christ Himself (5:31; 
8:14), John the Baptist (5:33; 1:19), the 
works (5:36; 10:25), the Father (5:37), 
the Scriptures (5:39), the Spirit (15:26), 
and the disciples (15:27). The Gospel 
intimates that, on these witnesses, the 
faith of the readers can be securely 
grounded, since their testimony is ade- 
quate for belief. 

Witness, however, is meaningful only 
when it is regarded as true. “Truth” 
(aletheia) is used twenty-five times in 
the Gospel, and its reiated adjectives, 
“true” (alethes) and “real” (alethinos), 
appear fourteen’ and nine times respec- 
tively. The adverb “truly,” “indeed,” or 
“verily” (alethos) occurs ten times. All 
refer to actuality or verity. The mes- 
sage of Christ is truth (1:14); the ‘man- 
ner of worship must be truth (4:23); 
true freedom is found in truth (8:36); 
and Jesus Himself is the Truth (14:6). 
Truth, in John, means not, merely a 
quality, but the reality behind all cer- 
tainty. The adjective alethinos, trans- 
lated “true” in 1:9; 4:23, 37; 6:32; 7:28; 
8:16; 15:1; 17:3; 19:35, means “true,” not 
in the sense of the opposite to lying, 
as does alethes, but in the sense of “orig- 
inal” or “real,” as opposed to imitation 
or illusion. So John 17:3 means “the 
only real God,” the only God who actu- 
ally is God, rather than the only truthful 
God. All through the Gospel there is 
a latent appeal to reality as against that 
which is purely speculative or fanciful. 


B. Terms RELATING TO CONFLICT 


§ rege are three pairs of words which 
by their very contrast imply an un- 
dercurrent of conflict. The first pair 
appear early in the Prologue, “light” 
and “darkness.” “Light,” in John, rep- 
resents the illuminating revelation of 
God that comes from Him and leads 
to Him. Jesus claimed light as a title 
when He said, “I am the light of the 
world” (8:12), and throughout the Gos- 
pel the concept of light is attached to 
His ministry. 

“Darkness” (skotia) is used eight 
times in John, six times in the First 
Epistle of John, and only twice else- 
where in the New Testament. It rep- 
resents darkness as a quality, and is 
generally figurative in meaning, refer- 
ring to bewilderment or evil. Its twin, 
skotos, which also is translated “dark- 
ness,” appears once in John and many 
times elsewhere in the New Testament. 
It is generally used in a literal and con- 
crete sense. 

The passage in the Prologue, “the light 
shineth in the darkness, and the dark- 
ness overcame it not (R:V., marg.)” is 
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the first clue we have to the conflict 
between the righteousness of God and 
the sin of man of which the Gospel 
treats. Throughout the book, with one 
or two exceptions, these two words rep- 
resent spiritual illumination gn the one 
hand and moral confusion on the other. 


The second pair of words are “flesh” 
(sarx) and “spirit” (pneuma). They are 
hot used in just the same way by John 
as by Paul. The former contrasts spirit 
and flesh as either the spirit and the 
body as parts of man, or else spirit and 
flesh as relating to inner reality and 
outward appearance, as in 6:63: “It is 
the spirit that giveth life; the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the words that I have 
spoken unto you are spirit and are life.” 
The closest approach to the Pauline 
usage is in John 3:6: “That which is. 
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit.” Even 
here Jesus is contrasting physical and 
spiritual birth, not the two natures of 
the inner man. 

Sixteen of the twenty-four references 
to “spirit” relate to the Holy Spirit, so 
that great emphasis is laid on the super- 
hatural aspect of the Christian life. 

The last contrast appears in the mani- 
festation of belief and unbelief in the 
emotions of “love” and “hate.” Two 


words express “love”: phileo, which © 


usually denotes affection that is pure 
but dependent on spontaneous emotion; 
agape, which involves also the concept 
of persistent will. In two instances 
there are direct contrasts between “love” 
and “hate” expressed: John 12:25, where 
they are applied to a man’s attitude to 
his own life and personality; and 15:19, 
where the contrasting attitudes of the 
world are expressed toward those that 
belong to it and toward those that do 
not. The spirit of love which obtained 
between Christ and the Father is the 
secret of the cohesiveness of spiritual 
life within the Christian society. Miseo, 
“to hate,” denotes the division between 
the Christian and the world. In six of 
the eleven passages containing miseo, 
it deseribes the opposition between the 
world and Christ, and in some of the 
others the opposition is implied. Be- 
lief and unbelief are divisive, and bring 
radical and spirited opposition between 
those on each side. 


C. Terms RELATING To SPrRITUAL RESPONSE 
AND ACHIEVEMENT 

fT°HE chief term used in John to ex- 

press spiritual response is believe, 
which has already been discussed. Two 
othérs are connected with it. One is 
“follow” (akoloutheo), which describes 
the outward expression of belief. Those 
who really believed in Jesus were ready 
to commit themselves to Him in action. 
He asked directly for this response (1: 
44; 2:19), and received it from the men 
who becatne His disciples’ (1:37). The 
Parable of the Good Shepherd stresses 
it'as the term that expresses the normal 
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relation of the Shepherd and the sheep 
(10:4, 5, 27). In. 13:36, 37, Jesus uses 
it as descriptive of ultimate desfiny. This 
word is not peculiar to John; it is used 
similarly by the Synoptics. 

The other term is “take,” or “receive” 
(lambano). 
rather than a passive reception. Its first 
appearance is in 1:12: “But as many as 
received him, to them gave he the right 
to become children of God, even to them 
that believe on his name.” Five times 
it is used of receiving or accepting wit- 
ness (3:11, 32, 33; 5:34, 43), and three 
times of the Holy Spirit (7:39; 14:7; 20: 
22). A parallel is drawm between reject- 
ing Christ and “receiving not his say- 
ings” (12:48); and “receiving his words” 
is made equivalent to discipleship 
(17:8). 

The word is one of the simplest in 
any language, for the act of taking is 


It means an aggressive . 
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common to all men at all times. It 
makes achievement in the spiritual life 
a matter of appropriating what God has 
freely proffered in His witness,to truth 
in His Son as an historic personality 
and in His Spirit as a pervasive presence. 
Perhaps the greatest spiritual result 
of faith is expressed by the Johannine 
use of “know.” One word is insufficient 
to express it; two are used, ginosko 
(fifty-six times), and oida (eighty-six 
times). The — implies the knowl- 
edge that comes from experience or 
learning; the latter implies intuitive per- 
ception or recognition. The latter is 
employed in Nicodemus’ statement in 
3:2: “Rabbi, we know that thou art 
a teacher come from God.” Nicodemus 
had not come to the conclusion as a 
result of a learning process; he rec- 
ognized Jesus’ divine powers intuitively. . 
(Continued on page 88) 


THE STRUCTURE OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN BY DIVISIONS 



































Action Chronological Geographical 
PROLOGUE 
1:1-18 
PeERiop oF Day 1 1:19-28 Bethany beyond Jor- 
CONSIDERATION * “On the morrow” 1:29-34 dan 1:28 
1:19 to 4:54 “On the morrow” 1:35-42 
“On the morrow” 1:43-51 
Day 3 2:1-11 Cana of Galilee 2:1-11 
“After this” 2:1 Capernaum 2:12 
“Abode not many 
days” 
The Passover at hand 2:13-22 Jerusalem 2:13-21 
During Passover 2:23 to 3:21 
“After these things”  3:22-36 Land of Judea 3:33-36 
#£non near Salim 
During activity of John 4:1 Samaria 4:1-42 
“After two days” 4:4 Galilee . 4:43 
Cana 4:46 
Per*op OF “After these things”  5:1-47 Jerusalem 5:1 
Controversy |A Feast 
5:1 to 6:71 | “After these things”  6:1-21 Other side of Galilee 6:1 
PASSOVER 6:4 Proceeded to Caper- 
naum 6:16 
“On the morrow” 6:22-59 Synagogue at Caper- 
naum 6:59 
Periop oF “After these things”  7:1-13 Galilee -~ 771-13 
CONFLICT Feast oF TABERNACLES ; 
7:1 to 11:46 at hand 7:2 
In “the midst of the 
Feast” 7:14 Jerusalem 7:14 to 10:39 
Jerusalem 7:53 to 8:11 
Feast or Depication  10:22-39 Jerusalem 10:22-39 
#£non (?) * 10:40 to 11:16 
Bethany 11:17-53 
PERiop or Passover at hand 11:54-57 Ephraim 11:54-57 
Crisis “Six days before the Bethany 1271-11 
11:47 to 12:50 PASSOVER” 12:1-11 
“On the morrow” 12:12-50 Jerusalem 12:12 
PERIOD oF “Before the feast of Room in city 13:1 to 14:3la 
CONFERENCE the Passover” 13:1 Removal 14:31b to 17:26 
13:1 to 17:26 
PERIOD OF Crossing Kidron : 
ConsUMMATION Garden 18:1-11 
18:1 to 20:31 House of Annas 18:12-14 
Court of Caiaphas 18:15-27 
“Sixth hour” 19:14 Preetorium 18:28 to 19:16 
Golgotha 19:17-30 
“Preparation” 19:31 Garden burial 19:31-42 
First Day , 20:1-18 Garden tomb 20:1-18 
Evening 20:19-25 Upper Room 20:19-25 
Eighth Day 20: 26-29 Upper Room 20:26-29 
EPILocur “After these things” 21:1-23 Sea of Tiberias 21:1-23 
21:1-23 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 9. FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND 
John 6; printed text, verses 25-35, 56-58 
Golden Text.—I am that bread of life.—John 6:48 


Kinc James Version 

John 6:25 And when they had found him on the other side of 
the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi,. when camest thou hither? 

26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto, you, 
Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did 
eat of the loaves, and were filled. ¥ 

27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that’ meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall 
give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 

28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might 
work the works of God? 

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

30 They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, 
that we may see, and: believe thee? what dost thou work? 

31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He 
gave them bread from heaven to eat. 

32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 


Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father 
giveth you the true bread from heaven. 

33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, 
and giveth life unto the world. 

34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 

35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst. 

56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 
in me, and I in him. 

57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: 
so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. 

58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as 
your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this 
bread shall live for ever. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permisson, 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Lit.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE miracle of the feeding of the 

five thousand is recorded in each 
of the four Gospels; evidently for 

a very definite reason. God would im- 
press upon us the creatorial glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and emphasize 
the truth that He is Himself the Bread 
,of God, the living Bread upon whom 
our hungry souls must feed in order to 
receive eternal life. To feed on Him is 
to believe on Him (John 6:47, 48), to 
come to Him in faith (vs. 34, 35) and so 
appropriate Him as our personal Saviour. 


Just as bread nourishes the body and 
sustains our natural life, so the Lord 
Jesus, received into the heart by faith, 
gives us everlasting life. And as we 
feed upon Him day by day, in medita- 
tion and prayer, we are nourished and 
built up in our Christian experience. 
Apart from Him we have no life at all 
(1 John 5:12). To eat His flesh and 
drink His blood is something far more 
than partaking of the elements in the 
observance of the Lord’s Supper, as 
many have held. It is to believe in Him 
as the one who shed His precious blood 
on the cross for our redemption. 


The manna with which God sustained 
Israel in the wilderness was a beautiful 
type of Christ. It came from heaven. 
On earth it was found in the lowest 
place, right on the ground, where every 
Israelite, when he stepped out of his 
tent door in the morning, had to do one 
of two things: he either had to trample 
on it or gather it. There was no other 
alternative. So it is in respect of each 
man’s attitude toward Jesus Christ as 
the Bread of Life. We either receive 
Him in faith or spurn Him in unbelief. 








The Historical Setting 

This miracle of the loaves and fishes 
took place on the northern shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, probably in March, A.D. 
29. It was near to Bethsaida Julias, 
east of Capernaum, not the Bethsaida 
on the western side of the lake, to which 
He went afterward. 


Verse by Verse 

John 6:25.—‘Rabbi, when camest thou 
hither?”. Many who had been among 
the five thousand on the previous day 
came to Capernaum seeking Him, hoping 
for another evidence of His power and 
liberality. When they saw Him they 
inquired as to when He had come. It 
was an effort to get His attention and 
enlist His interest. 

Verse 26—“Ye seek me... because 
ye did eat of the loaves.”. The Lord 
Jesus knew they were not true believers 
in Him or His mission. The miracle had 
failed to impress them With the truth 
of His Messiahship. Their interest was 
purely of a selfish character. 


Verse 27.—“Labour . . . for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life.” 
When men become as much in earnest 
about spiritual verities as they are about 
temporal necessities, they will soon find 
the truth. It was far more important to 
strive to obtain the Bread of Life than to 
feed the body. The Father had sealed the 
Lord Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit 
when He came forth from His dedication 
at the Jordan baptism. It was God Him- 
self who then commended Him to Israel. 

Verse 28.—‘What shall we do?” This 
is ever the question of the legalist. They 
must learn that they could do nothing 
to purchase the divine favor. 

Verse 29.—“This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him.” Until Christ 
is received by faith, no other work can 


please God. He who believes on Him 
has come into a new relationship with 
God 


Verse 30.—‘What sign shewest thou?” 
He had shown many signs already, but 
they did not believe. What they wanted 
at the time was another multiplication 
of loaves. Selfishness was back of the 
question, not real interest in the truth. 

Verse 31.—“Manna in the desert... 
bread from heaven.” The multitude re- 
ferred to the giving of the manna, of old, 
as a suggestion that the Lord should 
demonstrate His power by a miracle 
similar to that of the preceding day. 
They ascribed the miracle of the manna, 
which came from heaven, to Moses, 
whereas it was God Himself who sent 
this food from Heaven each day. 


Verse 32.—“Moses gave you not... 
my Father giveth you the true bread 
from heaven.” The Lord Jesus Christ 
would lift their minds above the mate- 
rial to the spiritual. He had come from 
the Father to feed hungry souls by giv- 
ing eternal life to all: who believed in 
Him. The manna in the wilderness was 
but a type of Him. ; 

Verse 33.—“The bread of God is he 
which cometh down from heaven.” He 
had come from the Father into this world 
to give His life that men might live. He 
speaks of Himself as the Bread of God 
because God had given Him to meet the 
need of a famishing world (John 3:16). 

Verse 34.—“Lord, evermore give us this 
bread.” They were thinking still of 
material bread. They had no real under- 
standing of that of which He was speak- 
_ing. 

Verse 35.—“He that cometh to me shall 
never hunger.” Thus He explains what 
He meant when He referred to Himself 
as the Bread of Life. To come to Him 
in faith was to feed upon Him. 
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Verse 56.—“‘He that eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 
and I in him.” It was not of any myste- 
rious sacramental eating or drinking He 
spoke, but of appropriating Him by faith 
as the one who came to give Himself a 
ransom for sinners on the cross. 


Verse 57.—“He that eateth me... shall 
live by me.” He Himself lived as man 
on earth in perfect dependence on the 
Father. So they who trusted Him and 
lived in dependence upon Him should 
know the reality of being sustained by 
Him, as they walked through the world 
with sin abounding on every hand. 


Verse 58.—“This is that bread which 


came down from heaven.” He once more 


emphasizes the fact that He is the anti- 
type of the manna. That bread was only 
for physical nourishment and eventually 
those who had eaten of it died; but those 
who feed on Him in faith live eternally. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Apart from Christ, men are bereft of 
spiritual life. He is the Bread of Life, 
the Bread of God, who came from 
Heaven that men might trust in Him and 
so receive life eternal. As He is appro- 
priated by faith and enjoyed in holy fel- 
lowship through the Word, daily and 
hourly He gives new strength, that those 
who thus feed upon Him may. grow in 
grace and become strong in the Lord and 
in the power of His might. 


Lesson Outline 
Tue Livinc Breap 
Feeding the multitude (John 6:1-14) 
Seeking a second supply (vs. 22-25) 
Exhortation to feed on the Bread of Life 
(vs. 26-35) 
Christ Himself the Bread of God (vs. 47- 
59) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Notice the various ways in which the 
Lord Jesus Christ speaks of Himself. He 
is the “living bread” (v. 51) in contrast 
to material bread. He is the “bread... 
from heaven” (v. 41) as the antitypical 
manna. He is the “bread of God” (v. 
33) because He came from the Father. 
He is the “bread of life” (v. 35) because 
those who appropriate Him in faith re- 
ceive eternal life. 

Jesus was not teaching sacramental sal- 
vation here. The Lord’s Supper came 
later as a memorial of His death. He ex- 
plains in this passage that all who be- 
lieve on Him have everlasting life (v. 
47). This is to feed upon Him as the 
Bread of Life. Many partake of the 
Lord’s Supper who give no evidence of 
having received eternal life. 


Summaries and Applications 

Many today are making the same mis; 
take the multitude of Jews made, of put- 
ting material things first. How is it with 
us? 

Spiritual realities are of far more im- 
portance than. the satisfaction of natural 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lessen 
5. February 2.—Jesus the Giver of 
Life ....John 4:43 to 5:47; 11:1 to 12:11 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. February 16.—Jesus at the Feast of 
Tabernacles ................ John 7 to 9 








hunger. Do we hunger and thirst after 
righteousness? 

When the Lord Jesus presented Him- 
self as the Bread of God, whose flesh and 
blood are given for spiritual food, many 
stumbled because they did not’ under- 
stand that He was speaking not of lit- 
erally eating His flesh and drinking His 
blood, but appropriating Him by faith. 

He who multiplied the loaves and 
fishes was the same Creator whd multi- 
plied the seed sown in the tilled fields, 
and multiplies the fish in the sea. He 
was but manifesting His power as Crea- 
tor when He wrought this miracle. 

Many today are as much engrossed 
with the thought of temporal needs as 
those of old, forgetting that the eternal 
things are of far greater importance. 

Have we received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Bread of Life and are we 
feeding on Him daily as the Bread of 
God for spiritual strength and growth in 
grace? 

CHICAGO. 

ue 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


T analogy do you find between the 
feeding of the five thousand and our 
Lord’s meeting with the woman of 

Samaria? ; 


2. What differences do you find between 
the two? 


3. Can you pick out four errors that the 
Lord Jesus Christ answered in this passage? 


4. Do you recall a passage in Isaiah which 
is a prophetic echo of verse 27? 


5. What is the outstanding difference be- 
tween the world’s religions and Christianity? 


6. What is the relation of good works to 
salvation? f 


7. How were ‘those of our Lord’s genera- 
tion like their fathers who came out of 
Egypt under Moses? 


&. List the passages in John’s Gospel where 
Jesus compounds the great name “I am” to 
indicate what He is to the needy soul. 


9. How do we eat the flesh and drink the 
blood of Jesus? 


10. What blessings does this chapter promi- 
ise to those who partake of the flesh and 
blood of the Lord Jesus? 


(Answers on page 88) 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


HIS lad with his lunch out there on 

the slopes of Galilee can be an in- 
spiration to any boy or girl who is will- 
ing to do a bit of thinking. Sometimes 
that which seems to be a trifle or of little 
importance is bulging with possibilities, 
if given a chance. The lad had joinea 
the crowd that followed the Lord Jesus 
to the other side of the lake. All were 
intent upon hearing Him and seeing His 
miracles. The lad had his lunch with 
him — five barley cakes and two small, 
dried, lake fishes. When the disciples 
were troubled, seeing the multitude had 
nothing to eat, it may have seemed ab- 
surd to consider the boy’s little package 
of food as a supply, but he offered it and 
the Lord Jesus took it and fed the more 
than 5,000 hungry people with it, until 
they were all filled, and there were 
twelve baskets of fragments left over. 
The lad gave to Jesus just what he had 
—nothing more, nothing less—and the 
Master worked one of His mightiest mir- 
acles. I have many times tried to pic- 
ture in my mind the boy’s amazement at 
what the Lord did with his lunch that 
day. He must have tingled with it the 
balance of his life. 

Don’t be too quick to decide that a 
thing is a trifle, especially if it can be 
used for Jesus Christ. Tremendous is- 
sues have come out of what at the time 
appeared to have little significance. Sir 
Isaac Newton, as a boy lolling on the 
grass, noted the falling of an apple. Re- 
sult: the discovery of gravity. Benjamin 
Franklin watched the forked lightning in 
a thunder cloud. Result: the. discovery 
of electricity. Robert Fulton saw the top 
of his mother’s kettle on the stove moved 
by the power of the escaping steam. Re- 
sult: steamboats plying the Hudson. Oh, 
a thousand wonderful things we enjoy 
today, making work easier and achieve- 
ment greater, are the result of serious 
and consecrated thinking over some 
seeming trifle and the application of that 
which was in hand no matter how small. 

I am writing this in‘one of the guest 
rooms of a mountain school deep in the 
Cumberlands of Eastern Kentucky. It is 
known far and wide as the Stuart Rob- 
inson School, at Blackey, Ky. Here is a 
splendid plant, beautifully situated, nest- 
ling among the: surrounding hills — 
really mountain crests encircling like a 
giant protecting wall. I drove in here 
from Hazard on a well-graded and paved 
highway. The equipment, consisting 
mostly of modern brick and steel build- 
ings, could not be replaced at a cost of 
$500,000.. There are more than 400 stu- 
dents here, splendid mountain boys and 
girls training for Christian citizenship. 

President W. L. Cooper and his highly 
trained, consecrated corps of teachers 
and assistants are turning off the assem- 
bly line here each year scores of young 
men and women, developed in Christian 
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character. They are taking their places 
in the great current of humanity to make 
it a better world. There is no possible 
way to estimate or imagine how much 
this school has done to lift the cultural 
and spiritual level of a great mountain 
section and to send out streams of bless- 
ing to the uttermost part of the planet 
on which we live. 

And here is how it all started: thirty- 
six years ago, two Christian laymen 
vacationing in this county, one Sunday 
morning walking by the creek, saw some 
boys in swimming. They talked to the 
boys and got them interested in starting 
a little Sunday school. The first sessions 
of the Sunday school were held in a cor- 
ner of the little railroad station at 
Blackey, and from that little acorn grew 
the mighty oak, Stuart Robinson School. 
Don’t be too quick to call anything a 
trifle. 

Many a boy, many a girl has become 
discouraged in the later teens because 
nothing seems to have opened up to 
make life profitable, to make it a success. 
This is often because the individual gift 
for development and service has been 
overlooked. God endows each one of us 
with some peculiar gift or talent. Be- 
Cause it is undeveloped .we are apt to 
look upon it as trifling, not worthy of 


Living from 
hand to mouth 


His thehand 


ours the mouth 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


exploitation. We look at others our age, 
doing certain fine things, and we sigh 
and wonder why we cannot do the same. 
That’s a mistake. We are all different; 
each made in his own special mold. 
Study that little thing you like most to 
do—the thing you can do best. Study 
it, no matter how small or cheap it may 
seem. A real talent is probably hidden 
there and only needs to be cultivated. 
A poor boy in the North Carolina moun- 
tains swept out the cabin schoolhouse 
and built the fire to pay for a book and 
his tuition. Early he gave his heart to 
God. He had a yen for mechanical 
things. He cultivated it. Last time I 
heard of him he was working for West- 
inghouse at a salary of $10,000 a year. 
Greenssoro, N. C. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our lov- 
ing Heavenly Father, whose goodness is 
seen in all Thou dost give to support our 
bodily life, but still more in the gift of 
Thy Son as the Bread of Life, we thank 
Thee today for all the love behind Thy 
gifts to men. Our hearts are gladdened 


* to know that the One who has all power 


“Wy Father giv- 
eth you the 
true bread from 
heaven.” “If any 
man eat of this 
bread, he shall 
live forever.” 
John 6:32.51. 

















































fall alk 4) , 
(rnb st | 


sie 
~~ 





in Heaven and in earth is ever using that 
power according to th ptings of an 
undying love. Help us even when we 
cannot understand Thy ways, when life 


brings us troub itistrush ie THAR 
love and mercy. a ange 
or sadness in. this r y; e Thy 


help and coni—*Q Lord, we pray. Let... 
the hard things of life, when they come, 
turn our hearts to Thee, and let not the 
pleasant and delightful things of life 
make us forgetful of Thee. Rather may 
all that life brings us, whether happi- 
ness or hardship, draw us the more to 
Thee. We thank Thee for the wonderful 
story of today’s lesson. As the boy with 
the loaves and fishes fitted into the won- 
derful plan of the Lord Jesus, may we, 
by bringing Thee our little all, fit into 
Thy plan of blessing for others. Most 
of all may we learn to find in Christ the 
Bread of Life, and may we ever feed on 
Him in our hearts, and then lead others 
to do the same. Blot out our sins, and 
speak to our hearts through Thy Word _F# i 
today, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. ; 


After the Lesson.—Miya San had been i 
going to the mission chapel in the little f 
Chinese village, but had stopped attend- 
ing the meetings. When the missionary 
met him, he asked why he no longer 
came to hear the Gospel. “Oh,” said the 
boy, “it’s nothing but Jesus, Jesus, all 
the time, and I got tired of hearing } 
nothing else.” “What did you have for i 
breakfast today?” asked the missionary.; % 
“Rice,” said the boy. “And what for 
lunch?” “Rice,” came the reply. “And 
what will you have for supper?” Again \ 
the answer was “Rice.” “And what did 
you eat yesterday?” “Rice, of course,” 
said Miya San. “And what will you 
have tomorrow?” persisted the mission- 
ary. “Why, rice again,” said the boy, 
thinking the missionary was a bit queer. 
“I’m so sorry for you, Miya San,” said 
the preacher, “you must get sick of eat- ¢ 
ing rice all the time.” “Sick of rice?” 
said the lad, “Of course not; it’s my very 
life.” “Ah,” said the missionary, “that’s 
the way it is with us who love the Lord 
Jesus—He is our very life, and we 
never grow tired of Him.” 

You see, the missionary made rice, the 
daily bread of the Chinese, a picture of 
the Lord Jesus. And in today’s lesson 
our Lord does that, when, after feeding 
the five thousand, He says, “I am the 
bread of life.” What bread is to the 
body, He is to the soul 
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Did you know the soul can be hungry? 
In Northern Alberta a young man’s 
body was found. He had been lost and 
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had starved to death But the hunger of 
the body was not his only hunger, for 
in a letter he left he said, “The only 
thing I worry about is if God will for- 
give my sins.” He was hungry. to be 
right with God, hungry for the pardon 
of God. Jesus Christ alone is the Bread 
that satisfies that hunger. He gave His 
life to make jt possible for God to for- 
give us and make us real “born again” 
Christians. And now, all who are hun- 
gry for pardon and peace, and power to 
live a new life can have that hunger 
satisfied by coming to Jesus Christ. “He 
that cometh to me,” He says, “shall never 
hunger.” 


But eating is something each one must 
do for himself. And so with coming to 
Christ and feeding the soul on Him. No 
one else can do it for us. We must do 
it, each one for himself. Have you done 
it yet? What a red-letter day it is when 
we first turn to Christ! But it must be 
followed by a daily coming to Him for 
the needs of each day, and then we shall 
always have the inner strength and sat- 
isfaction that comes from feeding on 
Him in our hearts. 


Ho.ttysurn, B. C., Can. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
“Give Ye Them to Eat” 
(John 6:3-11) 

POSTER showing the need of food 

and help in Europe may well be the 
introduction to this lesson. Choose some 
child in the picture, and give him a name 
to personalize him for the children. In 
words, picture his condition as regards 
family, home, food, and clothes. Im- 
agine him saying his morning prayer, 
the Lord’s Prayer, and coming to the 
words, “Give ‘us this day our daily 
bread,” and stopping to add, “Oh, Lord, 
I’m so hungry, do let me have something 
to eat today!” ~* ‘ 

Mention what your church has done 
toward relief. Then ask the children if 
they had some part in it. Perhaps it 
seems as if their few dimes or nickels 
would not do much good. Would not do 
much good! Do you know how the Lord 
can use even little things if they are 
given to Him? Here is a boy (indicate 
a boy in the class). He has only this for 
lunch (a napkin or box containing five 
biscuits or sandwiches and two smoked 
herring or sardines). You wouldn’t think 
that would feed all the people in 
(some place near you with 5,000 popula- 
tion), would you? Yet the Lord once 
used just such a lunch to feed 5,000 peo- 
ple. You probably know the story. 

Six pupils may tell what the following 
people did:. Philip, Andrew, the boy, 
the Lord Jesus, the disciples, the crowds. 
To be sure, it was the Lord Himself who 
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worked the miracle to make enough to 
go around, and more—but everybody 
had to help. Some had to help only by 
minding what they were told and sitting 
quietly in the proper place without 
pushing to get the first helping — that 
was important, too. And just imagine 
what would have happened if the boy 
had decided that was his own lunch and 
he would eat it all himself! I’m afraid 
that is what we would have done. 


You can’t guess how much good the 
Lord may do with even your dime or 
nickel in these days, especially if that 
dime or nickel you give Him to use for 
others is something you really take from 
yourself. One time a poor little boy 
saw all the big people putting money 
into the offering plate. He didn’t have 
anything to give but five marbles in his 
pocket. He put them into the plate! 
People around must have smiled as they 
saw the strange offering drop in. After 
the meeting, one of the deacons asked 
the child if he wanted his marbles back. 
“Oh, no, I gave them to the Lord Jesus.” 
As the story was told from one to an- 
other, a rich man said, “I'll give a hun- 
dred dollars for that boy’s marbles.” 
another kind of miracle 
change, from 5 cents to $100. You may 
never know just how much your little 
gift is worth in God’s eyes, but be sure 
if you really give with love to help, the 
Lord will use it and it will look big in 
Heaven. (Review 1 Cor. 13:1-8a, learned 
last quarter.) ‘ 

Pupils might draw on heavy paper 
five loaves and two fish. Then each 
might plan what he can save, over a 
given period of time, whether five 
nickels and two dimes, or five pennies 
and two nickels, or some other com- 
bination. As he brings a unit, it may be 
fastened to one of his loaves or fish by 
a little strip of adhesive or Scotch tape. 

“Give us this day our daily bread” 
(Matt. 6:11, Memory Verse). When the 
Lord answers this prayer for us and 
gives us so much of food and comforts, 
should we not say, “Thank you”? (A 
grace for meals may be taught if the 
class needs it.) 

This week can we not read two chap- 
ters of John—6 and 7? You ‘may 
like to divide them to make a ‘Bible 
reading for each day of the week: 
Jesus, giver of bread (chap. 6:1-15); 
Jesus, Lord of the sea (vs. 16-25); Jesus, 
giver of everlasting life to those who 
believe in Him (vs. 26-47); Jesus, giver 
of His own life for us if we will take it 
(vs, 48-71); everyone must decide what 
he believes about the Lord Jesus Christ 
(chap. 7:1-13); who is Jesus? (vs. 14- 
36); Jesus the Christ (vs. 37-53). 

Qrono, Marne. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Feeds Hungry People 
(John 6:3, 5, 7-11) 
SE a picture of the loaves and fishes 
on the poster. 

How many of you children like to go 
out into the mountains for a day, and 
have a nice picnic dinner packed in the 
car? Of course you do. And how you 
eat! Mother thought she had more than 
enough, but you cleaned up the last 
crumb. 

But suppose you went out for a day, 
and took nothing to eat. You say you 
wouldn’t be so foolish, unless you were 
going where you could buy all you 
needed to eat. Neither would I, and I’ve 
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often wondered why these people in to- 
day’s lesson had no lunch. 

I don’t know, unless they were so anx- 
ious to get to the Lord Jesus that they 
followed Him out into the mountains, 
bringing their sick with them, for John 
tells us the crowd followed Him because 
of His healing miracles. 

Anyway, there they were, thousands of 
hungry people, and no food! 

But one little boy had his lunch. He 
must have had a thoughtful mother. Can’t 
you hear her say, “Yes, you can go out 
with the crowd to hear Jesus, but I'll fix 
you up a little lunch, for you may get 
hungry before you get back”? 

And the boy was willing to let the 
Lord Jesus Christ have his lunch. He 
must have believed in Him. It wasn’t 
much, only five little loaves like buns, 
and two little fishes, but it was all the 
boy had. He could easily have eaten it 
all himself. : 

But when he gave it to the Lord Jesus, 
God’s multiplication began to work, and 
that little lunch became bread and fish 
to feed five thousand men and unnum- 
bered women and children, and the dis- 
ciples gathered up twelve baskets of 
fragments—we'd call them “scraps.” 

That is what the Lord Jesus does with 
the small things we have, when. we give 
them to Him.. Moody had a very small 
gift of preaching, so small that people 
told him to keep still in meeting, but he 
gave this small gift to the Lord, and He 
made him a great preacher. Mary Sles- 
sor was a poor Scotch mill girl with very 
small talents, but she gave all she had to 
Jesus, and He made her one of the great 
missionaries to Africa. Bob Le Tourneau 
had what seemed a small gift, but he 
turned it’ all over to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and He has made him a great 
business success. 

Don and Dick Hillis were just two high 
school boys, but when they were saved, 
they gave their lives to the Lord to use, 
and He has made ‘them great mission- 
aries, one to India znd one to China. 

I knew two little boys, a few years 
back, just boys full of play and pranks, 
but they believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and gave their lives to Him, all 
they had, just like the boy with the 
lunch. One of them is Sheldon Helsley, 
known far and wide for his Gospel sing- 
ing and preaching; God has made him a 
great soul-winner. The other boy is 
Cliff Barrows, who has carried the Gos- 
pel with his music and spoken message 
throughout this country in Youth for 
Christ meetings, and as this is written, 
is in Europe, taking Christ’s invitation to 
the young people there. These are two 
little boys that God has made great. 

What are you going to give to Jesus 
Christ today? You believe in Him, you 
love Him, what will you give Him? He 
wants your life, all you have and are. 
Your life is a little life now, but Jesus 
will make it great, if you let Him. 


Fe.ton, CALir. 
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Toccoa Falls Schools offer an unusual 
opportunity to young men ahd women 
of good character who seek to fit 
themselves for the challenge of a: 
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the 41st Founder's Week Con 
ference will be here—February 
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speakers, the fine musical pro 
gram and the unusual special 
features you have come to ex 





pect of this midwinter program 


. commemorating the birth 


of D. L. Moody 


HEAR: Dr. Louis Bauman, Bishop 
C. F. Derstine, Dr. Frank E& 
Gaebelein, Dr. H. A. Ironside, 
Dr. Gustaf F. Johnson. Dr 
Harold S. Laird, Premier Ernest 
C. Manning, Rev. Robert R. Mur 
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The Illustration Round Table 


four illustrations. 


Poor Fare for the Unsaved.—I am that 
bread of life (John 6:48, Golden Text). 
Did you ever notice what the uncon- 
verted man lives on? In Hosea he feeds 
on the east wind—not very satisfying. 
In Luke 15 he feeds on husks; and in 
Isaiah on ashes. Come and feed on the 
Bread of Life, sinner, and “he that eat- 


._ eth of this bread shall live for ever.” 


—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Misplaced Values.—Labour not for the 
meat which perisneth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of man shall give unto 
you: for him hath God the Father sealed 
(John 6:27). A gang of boys broke into 
a hardware store, but they did not take 
anything. They were pranksters, not 
thieves, and contented themselves with 
mixing up the price tags on the various 
articles exhibited for sale. The owner 
found next morning that nails were sell- 
ing at fifteen dollars apiece, while lawn 
mowers retailed at six cents a pound. 
Other prices were just as ridiculous. 
The world today is very much like the 
hardware store the morning after the 
boys got through with it.’ Take the man 
who places value only upon the things 
that are temporal, the man who lives 
for one life and never gives a thought 
to the world to come. How sad! In 
the end he will hear God say to him 
as to the rich, fool in the parable, “Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee.” And then whose shall 
be the things: by which he set such 
store? May God help us to esteem 
Heaven, salvation from sin, the saving 
work of Christ the Son of God, the 
Christian life, and the teaching of 
Scripture as they are indeed: the true 
riches, the eternal values—From Home 
Evangel. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


Our First Work—Jesus answered and 
said unto them, This is the work of 
God that ye believe on him whom he 
hath sent (John 6:29). A man who was 
quite a church worker, and often re- 
ferred to the fact, was telling a group 
of friends in his home how he had little 
use for some of the evangelical churches. 
He said, “All this talk about being saved 
—huh!” An earnest Christian lady, who 
was related to him, quietly spoke up 
and said, “John, you talk a lot about 
your church work, but.I have never 
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heard you witness to a ‘first work’ you 
must do before God will take notice 
of your church work.” Christ said, 
“This is the work of God that ye believe 
on him whom he hath sent.”—-From per- 
sonal experience. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Ont., Can. Prize illustration. 


For Daily Use.—Jesus said unto them, 
I am the bread of life (John 6:35). 
Beecher once declared that many peo- 
ple make religion the cake of life— - 
something to be put away’ in a cupboard 
and used only when company comes. 
But religion must be the bread of life. 
—From “Two Minute Talks,” by Amos 
R: Wells. Sent by L. G. James, Ont 
Can. ws 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 84) 


1.In John 4 our Lord makes physical 
thirst the starting point of spiritual teach- 
ing; here He does the same with physical 
hunger. 

2. There He asked a favor, here He had 
bestowed bounty; there He received the 
response of faith from one of alien descent, 
here He met with antagonism from “his 
own.” 


3. (a) Putting the passing in place of the 
permanent (John 6:26, 27); (b) the religion 
of do (vs. 28, 29); (c) the philosophy of 
“seeing is believing” (vs. 30-33); (d) asking 
with no spiritual appreciation (vs. 34, 35). 

4. Isaiah 55:2. 


5. The world’s religions seek merit in do- 
ing; Christianity offers an accomplished sal- 
vation to faith (v. 29). See Romans 3:20- 
24, and many others. 


6. They are the product, not the condition. 
See Ephesians 2:8-10. 


7. No matter how many “signs” were 
given them, they still were unbelieving and 
asked “a sign” as if none had been given. 
See Numbers 11:4-6. 

8. John 6:35, 41, 48, 51; 8:12; 9:5; 10:7, 9, 
11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5. 

9. Not materially, but spiritually, by faith. 
Read verse 35. The benefits of His sacrifice 
satisfy our souls. 

10. (a) Eternal life (v. 54); (b) resurrec- 
tion (v. 54); (c) union and communion (v. 
56). 

Wueaton, Iu. 


] 
The Keys to John's Gospel 


(Continued from page 82) 


The other is used in John 7:17, where 
Jesus said, “If any man willeth to do 
his will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it is of God or whether I speak 
from myself.” Progressive familiarity 
with the teaching, not intuitive recog- 
nition, is promised here. 

No complete survey of the Johannine 
vocabulary is possible here; but the lead- 
ing lines of vocabulary that stretch from 
faith to certainty have been indicated. 
Perhaps it is not too much to say that, 
in the words of John, we have Chris- 
tian experience compressed into capsules 
of thought, ready for the thoughtful 
digestion of the alert Christian. 


Wueaton, IL. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 9. HEALING THE DEMONIAC 
Mark 5: 1-20 (Supplementary Reading: Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 8:23-34, Luke 8: 22-39) 
Golden Text—Go home to thy fends, end tell them how great things the Lord heth done for thee, end hath hed 
compassion on thee.—Mark 5: 


Kinc James Vemsion 

Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, 
into the country of the Gadarenes. 

2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met 
him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 

3 ‘Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could 
bind him, no, not with chains: 

4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, 
and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters 
broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 

5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in 
the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 

6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, 

7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with 
thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by 
God, that thou torment me not. 

8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean 
spirit. 

9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, 
saying, My name is Legion: for we are many. 

10 And he besought him much that he would not send them 
away out of the country. 

11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd 
of swine 


19 


12 And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the 
swine, that we may enter into them. 

13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spi. +s 
went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently 
down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) 
and were choked in the sea. 

14 And they that fed the swine fied, and told it in the city, and 
in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was 
done. 

15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with 
the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his 
right mind: and they were afraid. 

16 And they that saw it told them how it befell to him that was 
possessed with the devil, and also concerning the swine. 

17 And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts. 

18 And when he was come into the ship, he that had been pos- 
sessed with the devil prayed him that he might be with him. 

19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home 
to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath 
done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee. 

20 And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how 
great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel. 
The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 

copyrighted by The American Council’ of Christian Churches, 

and used by permission. 


The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 


Introduction to the Lesson 


ERE we have the revelation of the 
complete subjection of the power 
of the enemy of mankind, the 

Devil, to the superior power of the deliv- 
erer of mankind, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The disciples had just witnessed their 
Lord’s power over stormy wind and tem- 
pestuous sea, on their way over to 
Gadara (Mark 4:36-41). And they ex- 
claimed, “What manner of man is this?” 
They are to discover that He is the man 
who is more than equal to meeting 
every emergency. 

While the Lord arid. His apostles were 
crossing the Lake of Galilee, Satan hid 
his power, so to speak, behind that 
“great storm of wind,” but his purpose 
—whatever it was—was frustrated 
when the Lord calmly arose and re- 
buked the wind, and said unto the sea, 
“Peace, be still.” 

When they reached the other side of 
the lake, it was not Satan’s secret power 
that confronted them, but his mani- 
fested power. Legion was indwelt by 
a host of demons, he was destitute of 
clothing, he lived in the tombs and in 
the mountains.. He could not be bound 
or tamed. He seemed bent on self- 
mutiliation and on terrorizing the 
passers-by. 

The demons recognize the Lord, ad- 
dress Him as the “Son of the most high 
God,” and when He commands them to 
come out of the man, they beg per- 


mission to enter the near-by herd of 
swine. Permission granted, they enter 
the swine, only to have them stampede 
into the lake and drown. 

Delivered, Legion becomes a flaming 
witness to that entire community of the 
Lord’s works and compassion. 


The Lesson in Detail 


Mark 5:1, 2—“And they came over 
unto the other side of the sea... and 

. . immediately there met him out of 
the tombs a man with an unclean spirit.” 
We have remarked that “immediately” 
is a characteristic word in the Gospel 
of Mark. It is used in connection with 
the Lord in many instances, and in 
connection with the disciples, and with 
the public; but here of Satan. 

Just the moment the Lord steps ashore, 
He is confronted —not to say affronted 


—with this terrifying specimen of de- - 


mon-crazed humanity. By so doing, 
does Satan imagine he can catch the 
Lord off guard? - We can easily become 
nonplused by a sudden frightening. spec- 
tacle, but not so the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Verses 3, 4—“Who had his dwelling 
among the tombs; and no man could 
bind him, no, not with chains: because 
that he had been often bound ‘with fet- 
ters and chains, and the chains had been 
plucked asunder by him, and the fetters 
broken in pieces: neither could any man 
tame him.” This man’s condition pic- 
tures the state into which mankind has 
sunk under the power of Satan. (See 
Eph. 2:1-3.) In addition to the world 
being a graveyard, it is true that “the 
man that wandereth out of the way of 
understanding shall remain in the con- 


gregation of the dead [spiritually)” 
(Prov. 21:16). 

Legion was beyond restraint — chains 
and fetters failed to keep him bound. 
God’s Law and human legislation, and 
all social reforms designed to check vio- 
lent outbursts have failed to tame and 
save mankind (Rom, 8:7; John 3:6). 


Verse 5.—“And always, night and day, 
he was in the mountains, and in the 
tombs, crying, and cutting himself with 
stones.” How completely restless, mis- 
erable, and _ self-injurious Satan can 
cause a person to become! (See Isa. 57: 
20; Jer. 13:16; Prov. 8:36; 23:29.) 

Verse 6—“‘But when he saw Jesus 
afar off, he ran and worshipped him.” 
Seeing oneself is essential to a con- 
sciousness of need and helplessness, but 
it is only when one sees the Lord Jesus 
Christ by faith that a change can be 
effected (Isa. 45:22; Heb. 2:9; 12:2). We 
can see Him “afar off” in glory. 

Verse 7.—“And cried with a loud voice 
... What have I to do with thee, Jesus, 
thou Son of the most high God? I ad- 
jure thee by God, that thou torment me 
not.” It was the unclean spirit speak- 
ing through the man. Demons know the 
Lord is the Son of God. They believe 
in and acknowledge His deity — yet 
tremble; for there is no salvation for 
unclean spirits. They recognize Him as 
their judge. They know that torment 
awaits them in the future and they 
plead that it be withheld for the present. 

Verse 8.—“For he said unto him: Come 
out of the man, thou unclean spirit.” 
Here we learn how the Lord. acted in 
this emergency. He was not taken by 
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surprise, neither was He helpless to cope 
with it. Calmly, but with. authority, 
He says, “Come out.” The unclean spirit 
and all his associates must obey. 

Verse 10.—“And he besought him much 
that he would not send them away out 
of the country” — or “not command them 
to go out into the deep,” as Luke puts it. 
They well knew that the Lord could 
command them to go into the abyss of 
hell and they would be compelled to 
obey. 

Verses 11-13—“Now there was there 
.».«@ great herd of swine feeding. And 
all the devils besought him, saying, Send 
us into the swine ... and forthwith 
Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean 
spirits went out, and entered into the 
swine: and the herd ran violently down 
a steep place into the sea, (they were 


about two thousand;) and were choked 


in the sea.” The fact that these 2,000 
demons had to beg the one Lord (and 
He in human form) for permission to 
enter the swine demonstrates clearly 
their consciousness of the Lord’s supe- 
rior power. 

The swine were ‘ceremonially unclean 
(Lev. 11:7), and the demons were un- 
clean; so there was a kind of consistency 
in their request to enter the swine. 
Upon doing so, the demons were true 
to their violent nature and drove the 
herd to their destruction in the sea. 

Verses 14, 15.—“And they that fed the 
swine fled, and told it in the city, and 
in the country. And they wént out to 
see what it was that was done. And they 
come to Jesus, and see him that was pos- 
sessed with the devil, and had the legion, 
sitting, and clothed, and in his right 
mind: and they were afraid.” What a 
transformation! From wandering on the 
mountains and in the tombs to sitting 
at the Saviour’s feet—from nakedness 
caused by Satan’s actions to being 
clothed by the Lord Jesus—from in- 
sanity to sanity ! 

Every believer is seen in the Word as 
sitting “together . . . in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6), and as 
clothed with “the garments of salva- 
tion” and covered with “the robe of 
righteousness” (Isa. 61:10) and as pos- 
sessing “a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7). 

Verses 16, 17.—“And they that saw it 
told them how it befell to him that was 
possessed with the devil, and also con- 
cerning the swine. And they began 
to pray him to depart out of their 
coasts.” On the wretched preference of 
these people, F. W. Grant says: “Those 
who beg Christ to depart must needs 
have the Devil to remain. It is but a 
question between the two, for nature 
abhors a vacuum... . Christ is too costly 
a guest: one soul to cost 2,000 swine is 
too high a reckoning. They beg Him 
therefore, courteously, to depart: for He 
can be refused with courtesy, and yet 
refused: and He does depart.” 

Verses 18, 19—“‘*And when he was 
come into the ship, he that had been 
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Last Week's Lesson 
5. February 2-—The Parable of the 
Sower ..... ....-Mark 4:10-20 
(Supplementary Reading: Matthew 
13:1-23; Luke 8:4-15; James 1:22- 
25; Luke 11:28; 6:46-49.) 


Next Week’s Lesson 
7. February 16.—The Touch of Faith. 
Mark 5:25-34 
(Supplementary Reading: Matthew 
9:18-26; Luke 8:41-56; Mark 5:21- 
24, 35-43.) 


possessed with the devil prayed him 
that he might be with him. Howbeit 
Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto 
him, Go home to thy friends, and tell 
them how great things the Lord hath 
done for thee, and hath had compassion 
on thee.” The Lord was leaving this 
section of the country; hence He did not 
enjoin silence on Legion’s part as He 
did the leper in Mark 1:44. He was dis- 
tinctly told to “go .. . and tell.” Such 
is the privilege and responsibility of 
every saved person today (Acts 1:8; 
Mark 16:15; John 17:18). 


Verse 20.—‘And he departed, and be- 
gan to publish in Decapolis how great 
things Jesus had done for him: and all 
men did marvel.” The Saviour had said, 
“Go ... tell them how great things the 
Lord hath done for thee.” Legion be- 
gan to publish how great things Jesus 
had done for him. He had no difficulty 
acknowledging Jesus Christ as his Lord. 
(See Rom. 10:9; Acts 2:36.) 


Pointers 


The incident concerning Legion re- 
veals the fact that there are but two 
great leaders: 


(1) Satan 


(2) The Lord Jesus Christ (See Matt. 
12: 30) . 


Satan leads into bondage 

Christ leads into liberty (See John 
8: 36) 

Satan’s captives are robbed 


Christ’s captives are enriched (See 2 
Cor. 8:9) 


Satan’s servants face torment 


Christ’s servants face glory (See John 
17: 24) 


ALTADENA, CALIF, 





Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marian Bishop Bower 


HAT was the probable time of day 
that the healing of the demoniac took 
place? ‘ 

2. What can we confidently give as the site 
of this miracle? 

3. What were the tombs like? 

4. The Pharisees had accused Christ of 
working by the power of Satan. How does 
this fact make the healing of the demoniac 
more remarkable? - 

5. How many demoniacs were there? 


6. What do the words spoken by the man 
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under the demons’ compulsion, “What have 
I to do with thee?” actually mean? 

7. How might the expression in the 
Authorized Version, “gave them leave” 
(Mark 5:13), be better translated? 

8. How did the demons attain their desire 
not to be sent away out of the country? 

9. Of what were the Gadarenes afraid? 
(v. 15.) 

10. Many times the Lord had commanded 
that those who had been healed keep still 
about it. Why did He tell this former 


demoniac to tell his friends? 


(Answers on page 93) 
bod 


For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


“His Ricut Minp” 


HREE things you must do if you 

would live well: know how to get 
along comfortably with yourself; know 
how to get along harmoniously with 
others; let Christ “have the preemi- 
nence,” the top place in your heart. 

We find many problem people in this 
world, some, perhaps, who never can 
or never will develop into normal, 
healthy citizens possessing a “right 
mind.” There are physically helpless 
ones who may be sweet and gentle, but 
who need constant care. There are 
mentally helpless, those with sick minds; 
and rebellious young “delinquents” or 
seasoned criminals. Then we find those 
who are neither physically, mentally, 
nor morally abnormal, but who are self- 
ish and stubborn and like to brag about 
“a mind of their own.” 

We are not told all about the maniac 
in our lesson (Mark 5:1-20), but we are 
given enough to know that he had char- 
acteristics that would place him in al- 
most every one of the above classifica- 
tions. He had superhuman strength, for 
he was demon-possessed. He wanted 
his own way to an exaggerated degree; 
was incorrigible, homeless, friendless; 
could not associate with the public; 
was a menace to himself and society. 

“Do you suppose Jesus could love and 
forgive me?” a wayward young fellow 
once asked me. Of course He could; 
isn’t that just what He wants to do! 
He.wants to forgive anybody who will 
let Him, Even a wild’ maniac like the 
one in our story can be transformed by 
the Prince of Peace. After one of his 
wildest moments, the Lord of all took 
control, and then we find him “sitting, 
and clothed, and in his right mind,” 
physically and emotionally controlled. 
Feet and hands’ were quiet; his body 
was relaxed, though it was vibrating 
with the new life given him at the com- 
mand of the divine Physician. 

Now this poor soul could properly care 
for himself; could take an intelligent 
interest in his fellow men; could think 
and plan, worship and witness for the 
Lord. 

What happened when this man met 
Christ? 

“He saw Jesus.” He became aware 
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of the presence of Jesus (Exod. 34:5-8). 

“Ran and worshipped him.” He re- 
alized the contrast between himself and 
the Lord. 

He was forced to give up his wild 
struggle; Christ cast out the evil spirits 
and took possession. 

“He departed.” He became obedient 
to the word of the Lord (Acts 1:8). 

“Men did marvel.” He was changed 
from one who was a danger to others 
to a radiant representative for Christ 
(Phil. 2:15, 16), 

How can you be assured that you have 
within you a “right mind,” the mind of 
Christ? (Phil. 2:5-8.) 

Spend time on your knees. Wait for 
answers, not by daydreaming, but by 
concentrating on the things of the Spirit 
(2 Cor. 10:5; Col. 3:1, 2; Phil. 4:8). 

Investigate God’s Word. Test your 
thoughts by His (Isa. 55:8, 9). 

“Consider .. . Christ Jesus” (Heb. 3:1). 
You can possess’ His mind only when 
you know Him (Isa. 26:3). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


UR Golden Text is rather long, so 

we will learn it together. It is 
divided into three parts on the black- 
board. Let us see how many times we 
have to say each part to learn it. We 
will say each part together until some- 
one is ready to say it alone. As soon 
) as you can say it by yourself, stand up. 
John, you keep score for us. (1) “Go 
home to thy friends,” (2) “and tell them 
how great things the Lord hath done 
for thee,” (3) “and hath had compas- 
sion on thee” (Mark 5:19). Read us 
the score, John. (Probable score, first 
part 2, second part 10, first and second 
together 5, third ,part 7, whole verse 


5 more.) 
LESSON 
Today we are going to read about the 
man to whom the Lord Jesus Christ 
first said, “Go home to thy friends, and 
tell them how great things the Lord 


- 


passion on thee.” 

Here is a paper for each of you with 
twelve questions on it. As soon as we 
have read the lesson we will take five 
minutes to see how many of these ques- 
tions you can answer. So watch for 
the answers as we read. You will find 
on the board the answers to all the 
questions but the ninth and twelfth. 
Of course the answers are mixed up. 
They are there just to help you spell 


the words. 3 
Questions 
1. In what country did this story hap- 
pen? 


2. Where did the man, possessed by 
demons, live? 

3. What happened when people tried 
to chain him up? , 








hath done for thee, and hath had com- © 
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4. How did this man spend his time? 

5. What did Christ say to the evil 
spirits? 

6. Where did the demons go? 

7. What happened to the swine? 

8. What was the man like after the 
evil spirits were gone? 

9. Were the Gadarenes 
Jesus for healing the man? 


grateful to 


10. What did the Gadarenes ask Jesus 


to do? 

11. What did the healed man want 
Jesus to let him do? 

12. What did the Lord Jesus tell him 
to do instead? 


Answers on Board 


Country of the Gadarenes. 
He broke the chains. 

Into the swine. 

In his right mind. 

Stay with the Lord Jesus. 
In the cemetery. 

Come out of the man. 
They were drowned. 

To go away. 

Crying and cutting himself. 


CONCLUSION 

Let us say our Golden Text together 
again. : 

Lavera came to our Sunday school. 
She learned this verse. She knew her 
schoolteacher was her friend, so she 
told her that she was saved. Her 
teacher was not a Christian. But she 
noticed what a good girl Lavera was. 
She said: “I can trust her anywhere. 
She never cheats. She always speaks 
the truth. She is kind and polite to the 
other children. Maybe I will visit her 
Sunday school some day.” Lavera’s 
teacher did come, and by iand by she 
was saved, too. How happy she was! 
How happy Lavera was, too! Do you 
think Lavera is glad she obeyed our 
Golden Text? 

Ask the Lord to help you to tell one of 
your friends about Him this week. Be 
sure to show her that you are really 
saved by the way you act, as Lavera did. 


ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 


Notice the two prayers in the end of 
this story. The Gadarenes prayed that 
Jesus would go away from them. What 
a sad day it was for them when their 
prayer was answered! The healed man 
prayed that he might stay with the Lord 
Jesus. His prayer is answered now, 
too, and how happy he is! 

Which way are you going? Are you 
going to be with the unsaved crowd 
who want the Lord Jesus to go away? 
They will be shut out from His presence 
forever and ever. And it will be more 
dreadful than you can possibly imagine. 
Or are you going to be with the saved 
people who love the company of the 
Lord Jesus? They will live with Him 
forever and ever. It will be more won- 


derful than you can possibly imagine. 
Which way are you going? 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Treasure Chest for 


Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 
Johnny Go-Tell (Mark 5:1-20) 


OW many here ever saw a grave- 

yard? Are you afraid of grave- 
yards? There is nothing in them to 
hurt us. 

But there was something in the grave- 
yard near where the Lord Jesus and 
His friends were walking one day. 
Something that went “Oo-00-00 !” What 
do you suppose it was? 

It was a crazy man. He wasn’t out 
of his head because of sickness but be- 
cause a lot of demons had got into his 
mind and body. A demon is an evil 
spirit. 

Perhaps you have seen a drunken man. 
If such a man threw his little girl 
downstairs, would it be the father or 
the liquor in the father that did such 
a thing? 

Just so this poor Johnny Full-of-De- 
mons was made to do awful things by 
the demons inside. 

(Tell the story, producing from the 
Treasure Chest a sharp stone and piece 
of chain to add reality.) 

Do people now get demons inside of 
them? Yes, in heathen lands it is a 
very common thing for peopie to be 
controlled by demons. Even in our land 
we can see the effects of evil thoughts 
and desires in some of the things peo- 
ple do. Perhaps these may help us see 
how’ evil spirits can control people. 

1. Liquor—oh, what terrible things 
this evil makes men do! 

2. Temper—did you ever see a boy 
or girl stamp. his or her foot, or pout? 
Even a baby, sometimes, will scream 
till blue in the face and pound his little 
head on the floor. 

3. Cruelty —did you ever know boys 
who would stone a dog or tie tin cans 
to a cat’s tail? What makes them like 
to see animals suffer? 

4. Greed — ever see a boy or girl who 
wants the biggest apple or biggest 
cookie? 

5. Lying—do you know what the 
Bible says about people who lie? (Read 
aloud Rev. 21:8, last half.) 

But, say, isn’t it wonderful that we 
know Somebody who can cast out any 
demon or break any evil desire that 
ever came into your heart? Ronny, 
will you go to the board and print His 
name? 

There is power in that name. If ever 
you feel any of these evil impulses 
creeping into your hearts, just say the 
name of Jesus over and over. For they 
hate His holy name and run away from 
it. : 

So Johnny Full-of-Demons became 
Johnny Go-Tell. Why do we call him 
that? What did Johnny tell when he 




















































92 (16) * -« 


went home? If the Lord Jesus frees us 
from any sin, does He want us to tell 
others? 

Our Memory Verse is about this. Let 
us learn it. (Mark 5:19.) 

When we: tell others in church, we 
call it a testimony or a Say-So meeting. 
Perhaps right now we could tell each 
other something the Lord has saved 
us from. Shall I begin? 

Christians are like radios. Radios 
give out ads for breakfast foods, soap 
powders, and other things. But Chris- 
tians, like Johnny Go-Teli, are ads for 
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the Lord Jesus and His power to cast 
out sin. 

Here in our Treasure Chest are cards 
and pictures of radios.. Let us each 
paste a radio on a card to take home. 
Then we'll remember to be a good ad 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Forestvit1z, N. Y. 
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Illustrating the Lesson 


Leafiets i s list of the lessons for the 
as sar and explaining the’ ¢ a te 


tions 
REE the ‘Times for 10. cents. PO paid tor aoch 
} illustration accepted, for ee best one. 
| Used German Bibles Wanted —tisstzations must reach" the” Times hres 
ar ths in advance of the lesson, and should 
wy Old (or new) German-language Bibles, hot be ell from earlier “Illustra 


large or small, are wanted to give free to Tables.” is given to ithustrations 
the poor people of Germany who need © the Liaw rtage, Tea FF, 
these so much. Please send Bibles, postage Emit the total on each lesson 


paid, to Henry Rismvc, 1054 Ingraham &t., 
Los Angeles 14, Calif., and they will be sent 
to Germany. Please tell your pastor. 
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POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


' 156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, WN. Y. 


Mountaintop Experiences That Are 
Not Wanted—Go home to thy friends, 
and tell them how great things the Lord 
hath done for thee, and hath had com- 


osteo by wil rm passion on thee (Mark 5:19, Golden 

: Send for free illustrated Q Text). “I have spent the last five years 

: terly to: on the mountaintop,” he exclaimed. Mr. 

Hs NATIONAL Moody broke in, “How many souls have 
| HEADQUARTERS 


you led to Christ in those five years?” 
The man. hesitated, and finally stam- 
mered out the -confession that he could 
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recall none. “Well,” said Moody, briskly 
and bluntly, “we don’t want that kind 
of mountaintop experience.” Peter, 
James, and John spent one night with 
Jesus Christ on Mount Hermon; the rest 
of the time He kept them busy as His 
ministers to a needy world. It is of 
the very essence of Christianity that the 
Christian be a witness, drawing others 
to his Saviour. To such a man Christ 
will reveal far more of His glory.— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Hazel 
Thomson, Chicago. Prize illustration. 


How an African Woman Was Freed. 
—Clothed, and in his right mind (v. 15). 
Mrs. Dan Crawford in an address in 
London told about an African woman 
who from her earliest years had been 
conscious of a strange presence within 
her. When she visited a village, dis- 
aster overcame the inhabitants and 
chiefs would give her large presents to 
keep away from their village. Under 
the influence of this madness‘ she com- 
mitted all sorts of crimes. One day she 
chanced to enter the mission house. The 
preacher was a young minister who had 
but little knowledge of the native lan- 
guage, and when the time came for him 
to deliver his sermon words completely 
failed him, so taking up his Bible, he 
carefully read through the fifth chapter 
of Mark, and when he had finished it, 
not knowing what else to do, he read 
it again. All this time the woman was 
listening with profound attention to the 
freeing of the Gadarene demoniac, and 
at the conclusion she started up and 
began praying loudly to the unknown 
Power to release her also from her 
curse. In her intense praying she foamed 
at the mouth, and at one time ‘he on- 
lookers thought she would fall down 
in a fit. But at last shs sank on the 
ground whispering, “I am freed! I am 
freed!” And freed she was, and for a long 


time she lived with Mrs. Crawford, a liv- . 


ing testimony to the power of God to bring 
peace to the troubled soul—From the 
Wonderful Word. Sent by Miss Laura 
S. Emerson, Marion, Ind. 


Wait for Three Weeks.—And they 
began to pray him to depart out of their 
coasts (Mark 5:17). “Please do not 
come here for the next three weeks. 
We like to have you come, but, you see, 
the next two weeks is our special time 
for thieving and your message of Jesus 
creates in us a desire to be honest and 
upright. If you continue to come, we 
will not have the desire or the courage 
to steal.” This was a request made by 
a robber tribe in India—Told by W. S. 
Bowden. Sent by Helen Palmer, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 


Why the Jew Wouldn't Sign.—And he 
departed, and began to publish in De- 
capolis how great things Jesus had done 
for him: and all men did marvel (Mark 5: 
20). In a costly residential section of the 
city ef Richmond some new owners com- 
plained that the singing of a small Chris- 
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tian church near by disturbed them. A 
petition to be presented to the city coun- 
cil was circulated. It was brought also 
to a Jewish resident, who said, “Gen- 
tlemen, I cannot sign it. If I believed 
as do these Christians, that my Messiah 
had come, I would shout it from the 
housetops and on every street of Rich- 
mond, and nobody could stop me.”— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions ere on page 90) 


1. It was doubtless late evening, for it 
was “when the even was come” (Mark 4: 
35) that the Lord said, “Let us pass over 
unto the other side.” Though the storm 
must have delayed them somewhat, the Sea 
of Galilee was not wide, and it was “im- 
mediately” (Mark 5:2) that the demoniac 
came out of the tombs. 


2. Mark and Luke give it as Gadara or the 
country of the Gadarenes; Matthew, as the 
country of the Gergesenes. The latter 
should perhaps have been translated Gerasa, 
not Gergesa. Gadara was the capital city 
of the province. Near Gerasa, on the east- 
ern shore of the Sea of Galilee, there is an 
extremely steep slope down to the edge of 
the water, where there is only a very narrow 
stretch of shore. This is one spot where the 
herd of swine in their mad dash down to 
the water could not possibly have halted. 


3. The whole Gadarene section is under- 
mined with limestone caverns and rock 
caves where the dead were buried. 


4. Here Christ, who had been accused of 
being Satan-possessed, was face to face with 
one who was in most extreme actuality 
demon-possessed. Here then was an open 
manifestation of the struggle of the Power 
of Evil against the divine Son. 


5. Matthew 8:28 tells us there were two, 
but because of the far worse condition of 
one, his healing seems the greater miracle. 
Mark and Luke speak only of him. 


6. They’ are, “What between me and 
Thee?” or, “What have we in common?” 
The answer was, of course, “Nothing.” 


7. The thought is that the Lord suffered 
it; that is, He did not hinder their having 
their desire. The demons believed as they 
went up to where the swine were feeding 
on the mountains that they were safe and 
could stay in the country. 


8. Symbolically, as the herd dashed into 
the sea, the demons were hurled back into 
the abyss whence they came. But actually 
this did not take place. They destroyed 
their new habitation, which aroused the 
people’s ire against the Lord. The people, 
therefore, chose the demons rather than the 
Lord of life. His being sent away meant 
that the demons could again work freely. 
There is the record of only one of the 
people who “prayed him that he might be 
with him” (v. 18). 


9. They were afraid of a man, once pos- 
sessed of demons, who had met the Lord 
Jesus and was now clothed and in his right 
mind. So sin always warps judgment and 
twists values. 


10. The Lord was being sent from this 
Place; the man was left as a witness and a 
testimony. 


Wesr Coitmcswoop, N. J. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 9 


1. Who Is My Brother? 
(Mark 3:31-35) (Race Relations Day) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 





HE many and confused opinions that 

are voiced today regarding brother- 
hood make it necessary for us to think 
carefully before we attempt to answer 
the question asked by our topi¢ for’ this 
week. It is one of those questions that 
cannot be answered until we find out 
what the questioner has in mind, and 
we cannot answer it without qualifying 
our answer. 
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We should understand, first of all, that 
God’s Word recognizes three distinctly 
different kinds of brotherhood. The 
first is a physical or family brotherhood, 
as seen in Cain and Abel, Joseph and 
his brothers, in Jacob and Esau, and the 
like, and demanding at least one iden- 
tical parent, and in most cases, two such 
parents. If we are to answer the ques- 
tion of our topic on this ground it will 
not be difficult, for most of us know, 
beyond any question, who is our physi- 
cal brother. 

ye 


A second brotherhood recognized in 
God’s Word is a social and racial 
brotherhood. It is this brotherhood that 
was referred to by the Apostle Paul in 


his sermon on Mars’ Hill, when he said, 


“God ... hath made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, and hath determined 
the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation’ (Acts 17: 
24, 26). This social and racial brother- 
hood acknowledges that all human be- 
ings on this earth have descended from 
a common father and mother, Adam and 
Eve, who, in turn, were created by God. 
Thus all tién and women on the earth 
today, regardless of race, or color, or 
creed, are social brothers, and God is 
the Creator of all. It was this brother- 
hood to which the Lord Jesus pointed 
in His Parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10: 25-37), and this same relation- 
ship is in view in the portion assigned 
for our Scripture reading, in which the 
Lord Jesus refers to His brethren in the 
larger sense of the multitudes that were 
about Him. 

But right here it is important that we 
should stop long enough to see that there 
are some today who, in their zeal to 
emphasize this social brotherhood of 
man, carry it to an extreme not found 
in the Scriptures, and to add to it a 
conception of God as the universal 
Father of all men; that is contrary to 
the plain teaching of God’s Word. God 
is not the*Father of all, in one sense, 
for Christ said of some of the Phari- 
sees, “Ye are of your father, the devil” 
(John 8:44). 

. b 4 

This brings us to the third kind of 
brotherhood recognized in God’s Word. 
It is a spiritual brotherhood, the basis 
for which is laid down in John 1:12, 
13. Here we find that only those who 
receive the Lord Jesus Christ, and who 
are thus “born again,” are members of 
that peculiar family of which God is 
the Father. Membership in family comes 
not through physical birth, nor by blood 
relationship, nor through any decree of 
man, but wholly through the grace of 
God, which extends the right to all who 
accept His Son as their Saviour. This 
is the brotherhood referred to repeat- 
edly in the Epistles. It is the brother- 
hood that the Lord Jesus had peculiarly 
in mind in His great intercessory prayer 
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in John 17; when He prayed that all 
His disciples, and those which would 
believe on Him through their testimony, 
might be one even as He and the Father 
are one. 


It will be seen, further, that each of 
these three kinds of brotherhood carries 
with it its own peculiar obligations, and 
we must not confuse our obligations to 
one kind ef brother with our obligations 
to another. Furthermore, we should 
see that each kind of brotherhood has 
its own sphere of operation. The fact 
that Cain and Abel, Joseph and his 
brothers, and Jacob and Esau were blood 
brothers did not guarantee brotherly 
conduct. Neither did the fact that the 
Lord Jesus in His human nature was 
a Jew prevent His “brethren” of the 
same race from putting Him to death. 
Our treatment of others as brothers 
must come from something deeper than 
a recognition of blood or racial or hu- 
man family tie. 

This week’s topic, however, is one of 
three on the general subject, “Bear ye 
one another’s burdens,” and in the two 
that follow we shall have opportunity 
to learn and discuss further the respon- 
sibilities of these three different kinds of 
brotherhood, and our response to the 
challenge they present. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 3 to 9 


Mon,—John 6:1-14. Jesus Feeds the Multitude. 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “When they had 
seen the miracle that Jesus did.” God, 
here in His own world, manifest in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, performed this 
miracle. Acknowledge the deity of 
Christ and you make it easy to accept 
the miracles of the Gospels. In all the 
miracles which have been done to ad- 
vance His cause in this world, the means 
used were common. God always uses 
“things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are: that no flesh should 
glory in his presence.” God who fills 
the storehouses feeds the world by a 
continuous miracle. Pray for the Jews. 
Tues.—John 6:15-24. 
Jesus Withdraws From the Crowds. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When Jesus... 
perceived that they would come and 
take him by force, io make him a king, 
he departed again into a mountain him- 
self alone.” The Lérd in love and wis- 
dom frequently withdraws Himself from 
saints and sinners. / When He hides His 
face from His people it is in order that 
they might seek Him; and He withdraws 
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from sinners so that they will feel their 
need of Him, and fear being left in sin 
forever. Pray for Germany. 


Wed.—John 6:25-40. The Bread of God. 

Prayer Succestions: “The bread of 
God is he which cometh down from 
heaven.” Only the Lord from Heaven 
can give us heavenly satisfactions and 
give everlasting peace and rest. “He 
satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth 
the hungry soul with goodness.” Feed 
on Christ and you will never hunger; 
drink His blood and you will never 
thirst. Pray for Spain. 


Thurs.—John 6:41-51. 
Jewish Criticism and Jesus’ Reply. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?” As Christ 
lived by the Father so we must live 
by Him. Without Christ we have no 
satisfaction for sin, no peace of con- 
science, no hope of eternal life. We 
cannot save ourselves. No man can give 
us salvation. So God, manifest in flesh, 
making satisfaction for our transgres- 
sions, is our only salvation. Rest in 
God and not in_yourself for the hope 
of eternal life. Hope built on nothing 
less than the Son of God who loved us 
and gave Himself for us is the only sure 
anchor of the soul. Blessed are all who 
trust in Him. Pray for Belgium. 


Fri.—John 6:52-59. Need for the Bread of Life. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “As the living 
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Father hath sent me, and I live by the 
Father: so he that eateth me, even he 
shall live by me.” Christ, the soul’s 
bread, is every man’s necessity. “Except 
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you” 
(v. 53). If you are a partaker of Christ 
and live by Christ, you are in. Christ 
and He is in you. Salvation is Christ 
living out His life in us. Christ in us 
is the hope of glory. Pray for Norway. 


Sat.—John 6:60-71. The Crisis in Galilee. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “From that time 
many of his disciples went back, and 
walked no more with him.” This crisis 
came about when people rebelled against 
the words of Christ. Many still part 
company with Christ because of His 


teaching. Many wish Christ never. had ° 


said certain things (v. 60). But it is 
to be hoped you have made the good 
choice voiced by Peter. (See vs. 68, 69.) 
Pray for Holland. 


Sun,—lIsaiah 55:1-7. Seek Spiritual Nourishment. 

PraYer SuccesTions: “Hearken dili- 
gently unto me, and eat ye that which is 
good, and let your soul delight itself 
in fatness.” Listen to God and you will 
have the blessings of God. Otherwise 
nothing you call good wii be a -bless- 
ing. Leanness of soul is the fate of the 
disobedient; but fatness of soul is the 
portion of all who obey God. Take care 
to “hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches.” Spiritual enrichment follows 
every new obedience. Pray for Sweden. 
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Revivals don’t come out 


of a book... 


but these books have been the beginning of revival 


in many hearts. 


THE RUIN OF A ae 


Twelve sermons Christians 
showing why we a! failure in 
our lives, why we are not like New 
Testament Christians. 
CHRISTIAN HERALD comments: 
“Here is evangelistic preaching 
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_ THE SCARLET SIN and 
Other Revival Sermons 


Especially beautiful. Twelve of 
Dr. Rice’s strongest messages taken 
down word for word as preached 
in great campaigns. To both Chris- 
tians and unsaved. All are pun- 
gent, fiery, ranging from the pow- 
erful attack on sin to practical 
Bible preaching and the , 
impassioned appeal to sinnef$, In- 
cludes “All Satan’s les Have Worms,” “The Four 
B Fools,” “Why Hardened Pharaoh’s Heart,” 
e Ungerdeushie’ Sin,” and others. This 

book is just what you need to stir your heart to a 
soul-winning effort. Price 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD is America’s Foremost 
Evangelistic Weekly because of its contributors, the 
most used and greatest soul-winning evangelists in 
America; because of the powerful sermons which 
actually win the lost to Christ; because it has rich 
teaching on doctrine and Christian living and devo- 
tional life. It will warm your heart, increase your 
= for the lost, and intensify your devotion to 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


Subscription price, $2.00 per year; Canada and foreign 
subscriptions, $2.50. Sample copies free. 


REVIVAL APPEALS 


Here are 16 fervent messages to 
the unsaved by Dr. John R. Rice 
that have been mightily used of 
God to win souls in great cam- 
paignus all over America. 


THE EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN 

gives this endorsement: “These 

sermons breathe the very breath 

of evangelicalism, and spring from 

a heart of love for the souls of men 
and a tremendous conviction that on the decisions 
made here for or against the Lord Jesus Christ de- 
pends our destiny hereafter.” 


‘Read these soul-winning sermons, and have revival 


fire kindled in your heart. 216 pages, clothbound. 


HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL 
Evangelists Hyman Appelman, Bob 
Jones, Sr.. Joe Henry Hankins, 
Jesse M. Hendley, John R. Rice, 
and Robert J. Wells have united to 
write this much-needed nianual on 
the way to revival. These are not 
just men’s opini but the prayer- 
fully proven practices of these 
leading evangelists in bringing real 
Holy Ghost revival all over our country. 
DR. ROBERT G. LEE enthusiastically comments: 
“With fldming hearts that give evidence of compas- 
sion for the lost, with tongues that never stutter in 
abstractions, with lips that waver not in rebuke of sin 
and of Christians who warm themselves at unworthy 
rest camps, they speak. 

“These men who-know the Lord know how to 
preach, know how to have a revival, have put before 
us emphasis on essentials to a revival... . Get this 
book. Read it. Put it into practice.” 

This book will be invaluable to evangelists, pastors, 
revival committees, and hungry Christians. Beautiful 
cloth binding. 400 pages. Price only 


Order from your bookseller or from 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
214 W. Wesley Street  Dept.Ti Wheaton, Illinois 
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